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CRATFIELD  NEWS 

July 2023 
 

VILLAGE HALL POP UP PUB 
FRIDAY 7th JUNE 

‘OLI’S MEXICAN NIGHT’ 
Treat your tastebuds with delicious home-made tacos! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FRIDAY 4th AUGUST 

‘ANDY & RICHARD’S BIG BBQ’ 
Cratfield Burgers & Brundish Sausages 
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Church Farmhouse Open Garden 
 

We have never attempted to do anything like this before so it was with not a little trep-
idation that we waited for 11am on Saturday 10th June to arrive. 
We were delighted to have our first visitor at 11:01am! The morning proved quite busy 
and as cake was clearly required we abandoned the declaration on the poster that tea 
and cake was available from 2pm and started serving straight away! The afternoon 
was even busier and by the end of the day our garden visitors totalled 107 - not bad 
for a small village event! 
Thank you so much to Sarah and Hugh Vass, Anne Bedford, Nigel Cousins and Su-
san Nixey who kindly sat at the gate to take admission money as well as persuading 
people to buy some of the plants! Our children and grandchildren also worked all day, 
making tea and serving cake. Ah yes! The cakes! Another huge thank you to all the 
village cake makers for donating to the cake table. In fact one of the really fun as-
pects of the day was the social gathering based around cake consumption - it was so 
lovely to see everyone chatting away happily together. 
We were so lucky with the weather. The colder start to the beginning of the week 
meant that the peonies and roses held back from bursting into flower and when then 
sun came through on Thursday and Friday, they all came into bloom to give us a fine 
show on Saturday 
As to the fundraising…we took £374 at the gate, £376 from tea and cake sales and a 
further £83:50 from plant sales giving a grand total of £833:50 all of which will go the 
St Mary’s Church funds. A big thank you to all of you who came and supported our 
venture! 
 
Paul and Caroline Marfleet 
 
 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped make the Banyan Tree event @ Bell 
Corner so successful. 
About 75 beautifully served cream teas came out of the kitchen, with freshly 
baked scones, jam, cream and strawberries, all on lovely china.   Thanks to those 
who baked, served the teas, washed up and helped set up the gazebos, tables & 
chairs. Thanks also to those who provided posies of flowers, for table decoration 
and fund raising. 
And, of course, thanks to everyone who came to enjoy the sunshine and the gar-
den, roses, pond and courtyard trains, to meet friends and neighbours and make 
it such an enjoyable afternoon. 
An amazing total of £673 was raised.  All of this will go to The Banyan Tree 
charity based in Kerala, South India.  Money goes further there; the amount 
raised will pay for one of our teacher’s salaries for more than a year. 
Peter & Sue 

www.thebanyantree.org.uk 
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All are invited 
to 

a special benefice service 
at 

St Mary's Church, Cratfield 
on 

Sunday 9 July  2023 at 11.00 am 

 
at which Clive Mobbs will preside at the Eucharist for the first time 

following his ordination as priest by the Rt Rev Martin Seeley, Bishop of 
St Edmundsbury and Ipswich at Bury St Edmunds Cathedral on 1st July 

 
As with all our services you do not need to be a “regular” to be welcome in our 
churches.  On this occasion you will be particularly welcome as we worship God 
and mark this significant moment in Clive's ministry.  There will be light 
refreshments after the service 
 
Over the next two years Clive will continue to serve out his curacy as part of the 
ministry team under the supervision of the Rev Enid Pow -  Priest in Charge of 
the Four Rivers Benefice.   
 
 
 
 

 
Garage Trail and Car Boot Sale 

Saturday 29th July 
Fressingfield 

 
A car boot sale and garage trail, organised by the Fressingfield and District 
Branch of the Royal British Legion will be held on Saturday 29th July.  The 
starting point will be the Fressingfield village playing field adjacent to the 
Sports and Social Club.  The event will start at 8.00am and finish at 1.00pm.  
All pitches cost £5. 
For further information or to book a pitch, please contact Mervyn Chambers 
on 01379 586203 or 07766 174770.   
All proceeds generated will go to the Royal British Lefion welfare fund and be 
used to enhance the quality of life for our veterans. 
If you have any items which you think may be worthy (!) of this sort of 
sale and you are willing to donate them, please contact:- 
Sue or Nick on 01986 798725  Many thanks. 
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HELP WANTED 
 

Concerts at Cratfield is urgently looking for someone to act as a Concert Day 
Manager for the 2023 season which starts on July 2nd. The role involves helping 
ensure all the arrangements are in place on concert day (e.g. ensuring church and 
portaloos are ready and clean, putting up the small gazebo where the artists have 
lunch, erecting temporary parking signs, taking chairs, cushions etc out of the shed 
and then putting everything back after the concert). It would be about 1.5 – 2 hours 
on the morning before the concert, and the same again or a bit less at the end of the 
day. There are six concerts (July 2, 16, 30, August 13, 27 and September 10). We 
are a friendly and welcoming bunch, and able to offer payment for the work involved, 
and would consider splitting the role if you can’t manage every concert. If you think 
you can help and would be interested please get in touch with Jonathan Birt via email 
concertsatcratfield@hotmail.com or mobile 07860 361746. 
 

 
 
 

CONCERTS AT CRATFIELD 
 

Concerts at Cratfield opens its new season in this beautiful village on July 2. We are 
looking forward to another season with some of the finest professional musicians in 
Britain and Europe, including the Leonore Piano Trio, Solem Quartet, the Carducci 
Quartet with the world-renowned clarinettist Julian Bliss, the pianist Charles Owen, 
the Rossetti Piano Ensemble, and finally the London Haydn Quartet. 
Concerts at Cratfield began at Walpole Chapel in 1987, and its early success led to 
its move to the wonderful setting and acoustic of Cratfield Church. We’ve always 
been grateful for the welcome we receive and the way the village has embraced the 
influx of concertgoers over six summer Sunday afternoons. Our artists love 
performing here and our audiences love coming. 
As well as introducing many people to the village and the area, our concerts have 
helped raise money to support the upkeep of St Mary’s Church over three decades, 
with 10% of concert revenues going to Church funds, and we organised a special 
concert in 2016 to help raise funds for the Church roof. I am also delighted to be able 
to thank the organisers of the teas for confirming that once again one of the highlights 
of our concerts – the interval tea and cakes – will be available for our audience to 
enjoy, another important source of funding to keep St Mary’s open for future 
generations. 
As a sign of appreciation for Cratfield’s hospitality and support, we are pleased to 
offer Cratfield residents discounted tickets for this year’s season - if you turn up on 
the door and show a Cratfield address, we will be pleased to offer the regular £15 
tickets in the side aisles and choir stalls for just £8. As has been the case for some 
years now, for those who are 25 and under, we are able to offer free tickets, thanks in 
part to the support of the Adnams Trust. 
If you’ve not been before or for a while, we hope this will tempt you to give us a try,. 
You can be sure of a warm welcome and some of the finest music in the country. You 
can find out more on our website www.concertsatcratfield.org. 
 
Peter Baker Chairman of Concerts at Cratfield 
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History Corner 

 
 
 
 

SOCIAL CLIMBING 18TH CENTURY STYLE 
 

Eleazar Davy was born in Huntingfield in 1724 to a farmer, David Davy (1680-1764) 
and his wife, Elizabeth Sheene (1684 -1762). In 1737 the young 13-year-old Eleazar 
was apprenticed to Henry Aldrick, an Apothecary in Halesworth. The boy was to 
become a long-term tenant of Ubbeston Hall between c1748 and 1779 and later the 
owner of a mansion, The Grove, in Yoxford. The famous artist, Thomas 
Gainsborough, painted his portrait in 1775 and gave it the title Eleazar Davy of the 
Grove, Yoxford, Suffolk.* 
From the relatively humble beginnings, born into a local farming family, Eleazar later 
began to move in more lofty circles. His memorial tablet in Yoxford Church states he 
was ‘for many years an active and useful magistrate’. Whilst living at Ubbeston Hall, 
he married Frances Ann Warter Wilson, nee Evans, daughter of the Right Honourable 
George Evans, Lord Carbery, on 8 October 1766 at St James’ Westminster. 
According to Manners he ‘acquired some local position by the marriage of his 
stepdaughter with Sir John Rous, afterwards Earl of Stradbroke’. Eleazar had 
connections with other quite powerful families too, such as the Blois family of 
Cockfield Hall in Yoxford and the Kemps in Ubbeston, including standing as executor 
for their wills etc. By 1770, Eleazar Davy had become Lord High Sheriff of Suffolk, 
whilst still living in Ubbeston. During the 1770s, Eleazar bought The Grove in Yoxford, 
nowadays called Grove Park. It was originally a late 16th century building, which 
Eleazar developed into his ‘Mansion House’. About the same time, he had his portrait 
painted by Gainsborough. By 1798, the Land Redemption Tax tells us Davy owned 
lands in Yoxford, Ubbeston, Wissett, Westhall and Walberswick. 
Eleazar, had no children and outlived his wife by two years, dying on 24 January 
1803 at the age of 79. Eleazar obviously wanted his home, with all its contents and 
furnishings, to stay the same after his death and all his future inheritors had to 
comply. There was also an expressed wish that all the future owners would take the 
name Davy and the Coat of Arms Eleazar had acquired. This was addressed in 1852 
when the London Gazette reported that Queen Victoria granted to ‘Lucy Elizabeth 
Barlee, of The Grove, in the parish of Yoxford, in the county of Suffolk … Her royal 
licence and authority that, in compliance with a proviso contained in the last will and 
testament of her uncle Eleazar Davy, of The Grove aforesaid, Esquire, deceased, she 
may henceforth assume and use the surname and arms of Davy…’ 
So, not quite a rags to riches story but certainly a rise to power by a local lad. 
. 
Laxfield & District Museum is now open for the 2023 season from 2-5pm every 
weekend and bank holiday until Sunday October 29th. We are also open on 
Saturday mornings from 10-1pm when Laxfield Community Market is held: Jun 
3; Jul 1; Aug 5; Sep 2; Oct 7. 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 
For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 
Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 
 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 
785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Cratfield Parish 
Council 

Please help keep your village clean & 
tidy 

Cratfield Parish Council has litter 
picking equipment which can be 

borrowed anytime. 
Your help & support would be greatly 

appreciated! 
If you would like to litter pick please contact: 
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 01986 798649 - Village collection 
Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection 
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AN IMAGE OF INDIA       Part 3     
         
Namascaram 
 
Aradhya is just over two years old, she is the daughter of Renju one of a team of 
teachers at CDSA (Centre for Dalit Studies and Action) the Banyan Tree’s 
community centre in the village of Idinjar.  As we have not been here for over three 
years Aradhya has never seen us; neither has she seen any other westerner, no 
one with white hair or light skin colour.  She has had no opportunity, she is a child 
of Idinjar and Idinjar is over 1000ft a.s.l. in the foothills of the Western Ghats in an 
isolated, forested, hilly, tribal reservation zone 12 km from the nearest town and 45 
km, and a world away from TRV. 
  
We have been working at Idinjar for over 16 years and we have never seen another 
westerner - apart from the few we have from time to time had with us – if we were 
to work here for another 16 years it will probably be the same. 
Aradhya is shy and although she cannot take her eyes off us she does it with 
secretive glances, hiding behind her mother or other children, tables or chairs; it 
takes several days before she plucks up courage to come near, to touch our skin or 
stroke our hair, but she does. 
 
The project at Idinjar has several aims; the primary one is education: working in 
close touch with local schools it teaches across the 5-16 age range and in tandem 
with the State School syllabus and grading range of standards 4-10.  Classes are 
held daily from 8-9 am before students go to school and after school 3-5 pm, also 
on Saturday mornings. Saturday afternoon is recreational activity with dancing, 
music, singing and games. Indian schools have a long ‘hot season’ holiday, most of 
May and June and the centre runs a six week vacation programme of varied 
educational, social and recreational activities. This often includes a day coach trip 
to the beach (always popular) or some other place of interest. 
 
The centre has a tailoring workshop where women can learn a skill and earn a little 
money and offers medical care, particularly to older people, as it has a full-time 
health worker, a part-time nurse and a dispensary. A qualified doctor from the TRV 
medical college does a surgery on fortnightly Saturdays. 
The building is used for marriage receptions, Panchayat (Local Council) meetings 
and other village functions, which generate a useful small amount of income for the 
project. 
 
The Director of the project is Chandra Babu, a man we have known for nearly 20 
years, he founded CDSA with the intention of helping poor and disadvantaged 
people and communities; he chose Idinjar because it chimed with his aspirations; 
Idinjar and the area around is disadvantaged and the vast majority of the people 
are poor.  CDSA is the centre for Dalit studies and action. Chandra is himself a 
Dalit, from a Dalit family, although well educated and having held a job as a social 
worker with the Keralan Government service. 
 
Dalit (a Sanskrit word meaning scattered or broken) is the term used for people 
who are outside the four-fold Varna system of caste, (Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaiya, 
Shudra) or of the Panchama or fifth Varna;  that is they are casteless or of the 
lowest social grade. There have been other names for these people Untouchables, 
Harijans - now Scheduled Caste. Dalits comprise about 17% of the total Indian 
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population and about 5% of the Keralan population. Although the general situation 
and condition of Dalits has improved, they still are among the poorest, most 
disadvantaged and abused of Indian people. 
 
One of India’s most revered reformers and political leaders, the architect of India’s 
constitution post – independence, was B.R Ambedkar himself a Dalit but who became 
a Buddhist, prompting many other Dalits to do the same or to convert to other faiths 
such as Hinduism, Sikhism, Islam and Christianity to give themselves an identity.  
Chandra Babu is a Christian as are many of the people of Idinjar, but many other 
faiths are present there so CDSA works with a very multifaith community, for the 
benefit of all. 
 
Prior to our visit the staff had suggested that it would be useful if we could see and 
talk with a few of the past students to learn what they had done and achieved since 
leaving us and what their feelings were now about their time at CDSA. Chandra had 
said that he would try to make that happen on the last Saturday of our visit.     …..to 
continue 
 
Porgamo      
 
Peter Baker  Sue Seabon 

 
 
 
 
 

An Unexpected Enjoyable Interlude 
 
I left Naval Plans in August 1982 with a recommendation to return to sea – not 
everyone is so lucky. 
It so happened that no sea billet was immediately available. However, down in 
Devonport the Commander (Second in Command) of HMS Drake, whom fortunately I 
didn’t know, had been sacked by the Commodore HMS Drake and the Flag Officer 
Plymouth, and I was sent down for 7 months to “turn it around.” This wasn’t quite as 
bad as it sounds, because things had become so bad that they were quite likely to 
start to improve simply because of the change. But it was still a challenge. 
HMS Drake is a huge establishment, today known as HM Naval Base Plymouth. It’s 
the largest naval operating base in Western Europe, capable of refitting all RN ships 
and nuclear submarines and providing operational support – engineering, repair, 
stores, fuel, victuals, sea and shore training, medical services, barrack 
accommodation, recreational facilities, family welfare and more. It also housed the 
RN Hydrographic and Regulating1 schools and played a civic role in the city of 
Plymouth. And South Devon, as I knew, is a wonderful place to live. 
The fundamental problem was one of low corporate morale. The different 
departments were barely talking to each other; they had become a set of separate 
“silos.”  Low morale in any organisation, civil or military, always results from a failure 
of leadership. Candy had remained in London where she worked, so  I had ample 
time to get to know the base and its people, and to reinforce the message that our 
only role was to support the sea-going fleet. To do that we had to work together as a 
single enterprise with our eyes looking always “down the Hamoaze”2  My message 
was that if the fleet was not given what it needed, we had all failed. “There is no 
individual success if there is corporate failure” was my constant song. My team must 
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have become very bored with it. 
Some things I did were initially regarded as odd, even unwelcome. I walked round the 
base constantly, poking my head into offices and workplaces of all sorts, to see 
people at their workplace, find out what they did and to identify any problems they 
had. If I thought I could do so, I promised to sort them out as quickly as possible. If I 
couldn’t, I explained why not and asked them to bear with me whilst I investigated. I 
held regular working lunches with the heads of all departments and, perhaps most 
controversially, ensured that on all formal occasions, mess dinners etc, departments 
were mixed up on the seating plan, and could not sit together as an independent, 
closed, “gaggle.” We were to be “Of One Company.”3  I persuaded my boss, the 
Commodore, and other local senior officers to hold occasional “mixed lunches” to 
reinforce this and went out of my way to ensure we were as well organised as I could 
manage and that there was time for fun too. There is a well-tried naval principle of 
command that “In public you should attribute all successes to your team but take 
responsibility for all failures yourself.” This is always a challenge to one’s pride, but I 
tried to do it, although I’m not sure I always succeeded. Leading is always mainly 
about learning and I learned a lot. 
It was occasionally exhausting, and I didn’t get home to London much. But they were 
seven happy, enjoyable months. Soon, people began to discover that it was 
surprisingly enjoyable to talk to different people and to pick each other’s brains and 
skills. This quickly improved the working environment, the enjoyment people found in 
their work and, best of all, the service we gave to the ships. Then one day we 
received a signal from a ship sailing for a long East of Suez deployment, thanking us 
for the excellent help they had received from HMS Drake in getting ready. I sent this 
round with a strong “Well done everybody” to every department and thanked them. 
Incredibly, the problem was somehow cracked. I felt very proud of them all. 
Soon afterwards, I was sent as second in command of the aircraft carrier HMS 
Hermes which, as it happened, was a Devonport based ship, so I would be looking up 
the other end of the telescope, confident that we would get excellent support from 
HMS Drake and my successor. 
 
Jeremy Blackham 
 
1. Training respectively Marine Surveyors and the RN version of the Military Police. Our 
     regulating branch were more avuncular and helpful, especially to young sailors.  Unlike MPs, 
     they started as ordinary sailors who later joined the Regulating Branch and were also integral 
     members of the crew in the ships they served in, not a separate corps. 
  2. The Hamoaze is the estuary of the River Tamar, from Saltash Bridge to Plymouth Sound 
and 
       the sea.  It was my way of saying, “Never forget that we are here solely to support the only 
part 
       of the Navy which matters - the ship sat sea”. 
  3. This was the motto of my first ship. HMS Cavalier. 
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2023 Mobile Library Dates 
Tuesdays 

Silverleys Green 14.15 – 14.35 and The Poacher 14.45 – 14.55 
 
21st March, 18th April, 16th May, 13th June, 11th July, 8th August, 5th 
September, 3rd October, 31st October, 28th November   No service in 
December  

Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree Co age 

Bell Green, Cra ield 

This carefully restored mbered former stable and haylo  includes 1 x double, 1 x 
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room/lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 
wheelchair access. Pre y co age garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. Wi-Fi available. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764, email: chrissie.kitchen@yahoo.com or write 
to Bell Green Co age, Cra ield, Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

GOT A DRIP? 
Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 
Call Derek 07971 007846 

email: 
Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE – JULY 
 
CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB 
Subscriptions are now due for the 2023/24 year. Don’t forget – for just £1 a 
month for the year, you are in the draw to win either £15, £10 or £5 EACH 
MONTH! Forms were in the May edition of the magazine or spare copies can 
be obtained from Helen at Yew Trees on Bell Green.   
Forms and payment (cash or cheques payable to “Cratfield Village Hall 100 
Club”) should be returned to Helen as soon as possible (3rd house on Bell 
Green after the turning to Manse Lane on your left). The 100 Club has 
benefitted the Village Hall for many years – contributing towards such items 
as the glass washer for the pop-up pub, picnic benches outside for events, 
table cloths, decorating and water heaters. You know the saying… ‘’you have 
to be in it to win it’’ - so go on - have a go! 
 
Pop Up Pub – Friday 7th July – Oli’s Mexican BBQ 
Why not come along and enjoy something totally different!?! 
Main Course for only £8 - 2x Taco's, choose one or both of either Pulled Pork 
(Cochinita Pibil) or Street Corn (Esquites). The Street Corn is available as 
Vegetarian (default) or Vegan (optional). Also includes Green rice, Tomato 
Salsa and Corn and Black Bean salsa. Additional Taco's £3 each. None of 
the dishes contain chilli's by default, though they will have plenty of serving 
options to spice them up anywhere from mildly spicy to silly hot if you are 
feeling brave. All dishes Gluten Free, other allergens available on request, 
food offering takes cash and card payments. 
 
Pop Up Pub – Friday 4th August – The Village Hall BBQ – back by 
popular demand! 
It is that time of year again, the BIG Cratfield Village Hall BBQ – with locally 
sourced food, from Cratfield burgers to Brundish Lane Farm Sausages. 
Cooked by Richard & Andy and served in a roll with salad and coleslaw on 
the side. 
 
Cratfield Dog Show – Sunday 17th September – DATE TBC 
Keep any eye out for the posters and further information in the Cratfield 
News 
 
Indoor Bowls – usually every other Tuesday from 7pm -  25th July (not 
11th July) 
Do come along and have a go – no experience required – all good fun! Tea 
& Coffee available and there is a suggested donation of £2 to play. Any 
queries please contact Nigel 07445351861 or Elliott 07963676207. Come 
and have a go! 
 
Cratfield Dog Show – Sunday 17th September – DATE TBC 
Keep any eye out for the posters and further information in the Cratfield 
News 
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Photographic Competition 2023 - Saturday 14th October 
Entry forms will be coming out in the August magazine, remember this is a 
fun event for everyone to take part – you do not need a professional camera 
to take part, and it is only £1 to enter – and children can enter for free! 
The categories are - My Cratfield / Suffolk Patterns / Abandoned Suffolk 
- All topics are open to your interpretation! Keep an eye on the village 
Facebook page for hints and tips 
 
Next Village Hall Talk – Saturday 9th December – TBC 
For anyone who enjoyed the ‘private show garden tours’ footage and 
designer interviews of the 2022 RHS Chelsea Flower Show that featured in 
the previous Village Hall Talk ‘Behind the Scenes at RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show’ earlier this year, there is similar footage of this year’s show. If you 
search You Tube for ‘Stephanie's Grand Tour of Europe’ and then ‘The 
Secrets of the Chelsea Flower Show 2023’ you can find it. 
 
100 CLUB 
Another month, another 100 Club draw! The winners of the June 2023 100 Club draw 
(taken by Erica Rae) are: 1st Prize (£15) number 81 – Nigel Cousins / 2nd Prize (£10) 
number 61 – Bryan Leveratt and 3rd Prize (£5) number 65 – Julie Pasque. Many 
congratulations to the winners! (Please note the July and August winners for 2023 will 
be published in the September magazine.) 
 
Committee Meetings for 2023 – 7pm 
Thursday 17th Aug / Thursday 9th Nov (and AGM) 
 
Village Hall for hire! 
Don’t forget our hall is available for hire for a very reasonable price! For any 
future booking enquiries please contact us on cratfieldvillagehall@gmail.com 
or Robert King on 01986 798975 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
Farmer Turbo Diesel Child’s Pedal Tractor and Trailer 

Ideal for young farmer      Very good condition  £20 
This was a generous gift for the recent Banyan Tree fund raising event, its 

sale will add to the excellent total already raised. 
Peter and Sue 01986 798617 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    Renova ons 

Pa os   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selec on of fresh & frozen beef 
readily available 

Come and visit the Cra ield beef stand 
at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from Lo y 01986 
798099 

orders@cra ieldbeef.co.uk 

· MOT 

· Servicing 

· Repairs 

· Diagnos cs 

· All makes welcome 

· Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 
months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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Cratfield Quiz     Bands 
 

1.Chris Martin is the lead singer of which band? 
2.Who had a hit with the “House of the Rising Sun” in 1964? 
3.Whose 1973 album was called “Goat’s Head Soup? 
4. When did Gerri Halliwell leave the Spice Girls? 
5.Which band’s lead singer is Brandon Flowers? 
6. “Good Vibrations” was a hit in 1966 for which group? 
7. Paul Weller was part of The Jam and which other group? 
8. Which group did Robbie Williams leave in1995? 
9. “A Night at the Opera” in 1975 was an album by which group? 
10. Who recorded “Love Shack” in 1990? 
11. Matt Healy is the lead singer of which group? 
12. Who told us to “Move like Jagger” in 2010? 
13. Lionel Richie left which group in 1982? 
14. Melanie Blatt, Shaznay Lewis and Natalie and Nicole Appleton were 
     members of which girl group? 
15. “Hotel California” was a hit for which American group? 
16. In 1984 “Ballroom Blitz” was recorded by which Glam rock band? 
17. Which group said “I don’t like Mondays” in 1974? 
18. Who left One Direction to pursue a solo career and has appeared in 
     “Dunkirk” and “Don’t Worry Darling?” 
19. In 2009 who recorded “I Gotta Feeling?” 
20. Which group headlined Reading in 2022 and told you that “You looked 
     good on the dance-floor?” 
Answers on p18 
 

 
JUNE in CRATFIELD 

 
What a great month we’ve had here in Cratfield.  Firstly what a treat it was to visit Paul and Caroline’s 
garden.  The hard work, and expertise, not to mention the glorious weather made it a memorable occasion.  
The garden is quite beautiful with so many delightful areas to enjoy, to sit and take in the variety of planting 
and garden features, water, pergolas, arbours, a shepherd’s hut and....a lemon tree covered in fully grown 
lemons! 
Thank you both for your generosity in opening up your garden and congratulations on the great sum of 
money raised for St. Mary’s. 
Secondly a visit to “The Firs, Suffolk”.  Thank you to Amy and Alison for their open evening.  We were 
welcomed with a glass of bubbly on a warm summer evening and then were able to wander around the 
grounds and view the simply stunning guest accommodation.  I think most of Cratfield wanted to move in 
immediately!  What Amy and Alison have done is impressive, the quality and style of all the lodges with 
their beautiful furnishing and décor, not to mention hot-tubs, fire pits, outdoor seating areas etc. made one 
envious of any guests.  And then there were the glamping pods, glamping with a capital G that’s for sure. 
Is it possible to go on holiday in your own village? 
And finally, cream teas in aid of The Banyan Tree.  Again a lovely summer afternoon in Sue and Peter’s 
garden where we enjoyed beautifully presented cream teas amidst colourful Indian fabrics and decoration 
and watched the steam train chugging gently around its track. 
 
A lot of hard work for all those concerned, but much appreciated by all who attended.  We are fortunate/
blessed to live in Cratfield with such generous spirited friends and neighbours!  SE 
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BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 
building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Place, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS 

A WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 
Services 

All aspects of tree 
surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough 
areas strimmed, garden 

rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 

Pete’s  

Computer 

Services 

 

Reliable, helpful and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PCs, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

 

Tel: 01986 888505 
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Exploring the Scottish Islands – with a collapsible bike! 
Islay (Pop. today: 3,567) 

 
Previous articles have focused on ‘The 
Small Isles’ (Canna, Rum, Eigg (& 
Muck)); I’ve then come down the coast to 
write about Mull… and, further down this 
belt of islands – collectively referred to as 
‘The Inner Hebrides’ – we come to Islay 
and its close neighbour Jura (see LH 
map). The 2 hour ferry journey is 
reminder enough that you’re island-
hopping but, once you land, it’s another 
island – at 25 miles north-to-south and 20 
miles at its widest – that doesn’t have that 
‘small island’ feel. One thing that is 
noticeable about the larger islands is that 
a ferry can be packed with vehicles, yet, 
once decanted, the roads clear 

remarkably quickly: ‘rush hour’ changes to ‘Sunday afternoon’ in minutes. 
Islay is the most southerly, the most fertile (500 farms), the greenest and 
yet most industrialised of the Hebrides, with 8 distilleries. When I visited, 
the island didn’t blow my head off with ‘quaintness’, but it is steeped in 
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history: with the rest of the Western Islands, it fell under Norse rule from 850 
– until they were driven out, in 1156, when Somerled, Kind of Argyll, 
defeated his brother-in-law in a sea battle. Islay then grew as a power-base, 
becoming the hugely powerful MacDonald stronghold and seat of 
government of the Lord of the Isles. By the 1300s, it had become an 
autonomy powerful enough to make its own treaties with England, France 
and Ireland. New chiefs then took over and centred themselves on an island 
in Loch Finlaggan in the north of Islay. (The island still contains extensive 
ruins of the council buildings.) In 1598, about 400 Macleans from Mull 
invaded, but almost all were killed: 30 took sanctuary in a church, but the 
MacDonalds set fire to it and all were burnt to death. With endless unrest, the 
island became impoverished until, in the early 1700s, the Campbells took 
over and rebuilt stability and prosperity on the island. Today’s ‘capital’ of 
Islay, Bowmore, has a population of 710 and it has a circular church ‘so the 
devil could find no corners to lurk in’. 
Notable features of Islay: Extensive bird life (including the rare chough), 
otters, red deer, wild goats - and fuchsia hedges! Also, George Robertson, 
Labour MP, Secretary of State for Defence 1997 - 99, Secretary General of 
NATO 1999 – 2004 (now Baron Robertson of Port Ellen) was born here. 
Next month: A short hop across from Islay to wild and mysterious Jura! 
 
Andrew Weight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers to Music Quiz 
 
1.Coldplay    2. The Animals   3.The Rolling Stones   4.1998    5.The Killers     6. The Beach 
Boys    7.The Style Council     8. Take That     9.Queen    10. B-52s      11. The 1975    12. 
Maroon 5   13. The Commodores    14. All Saints   15. The Eagles   16. Sweet    17. The 
Boomtown Rats   18. Harry Styles 19.Black Eyed Peas     20. Arctic Monkeys 
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Cra ield Parish Council 
Meeting Dates 2023 
Cratfield Village Hall 

 
Tuesday 10th January 2023 at 7.30pm 
Tuesday 14th March 2023 at 7.30pm 
Tuesday 9th May 2023 at 7.30pm 
Tuesday 11th July 2023 at 7.30pm 
Tuesday 12th September 2023 at 7.30pm 
Tuesday 14th November 2023 at 7.30pm 

 
~ Planning mee ngs are arranged when required ~ 

All Parishioners Welcome! 
 

The agenda is displayed 3 days before the mee ng on the  
no ceboards & website. If you would like to add anything to the agenda please 

contact the Clerk 7 days before the mee ng. 
website: www.cra ield.onesuffolk.net 

Email: cra ieldpc@gmail.com or Tel: 07774 734411 
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          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 
PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 
fungal Infec on, corns, nail cu ng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabe cs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condi ons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

 

 PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR 

 

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
PAUL GODDARD 

Tel: 01986 784594 
paul@pablo101.plus.com  

 

MAN & MACHINE 
 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

FOR SALE SAWN TIMBER OF DIFFERENT SIZES & TELEGRAPH. 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION: 07966 725001 

LOWER HALL FARM, MARY'S LANE, LINSTEAD MAGNA, IP19 0QN 



21 



22 

News letter  from The Vicarage, Laxfield 
 
Human beings flourish when they are supported by others. Some people 
are introverts and need time alone, but that doesn’t mean they don’t need 
or like other people. In the same way extroverts also need some down 
time. Christians believe that is because human beings are made in the im-
age of God, who is an example of perfect relationship. Whatever you might 
believe though; it is a fact that human beings are happier and healthier 
when they have relationships on all levels, from passing acquaintances, 
through to those of deep intimacy.  Perhaps that is why the second great 
commandment is to love your neighbour as you love yourself. Not a hearts 
and flowers kind of love (although that is nice too!) but being kind and con-
siderate to others and treating them in a way that you would like to be 
treated. 
 
I have both seen and experienced remarkable acts of kindness since I 
moved to Laxfield. People are noticeably kind and friendly here, and look 
out for each other. For instance, a number of people, some of whom I had 
never met before, came and helped restore my garden to a useable and 
beautiful space. I can’t tell you how grateful I was to be on the receiving 
end of that kindness. 
 
When we are kind to other people it is rather like throwing pebbles into a 
pond.  The ripples spread out and one act of kindness leads to another. 
We set the tone for someone else’s day by the way we behave towards 
them. If it is good, we start off ripples of goodness, and of course the re-
verse is true too, if we are bad tempered and unkind. I know which kind of 
world I would prefer to live in.  The Christian community is founded on love, 
kindness, forgiveness and generosity. If you would like to experience this, 
please come and join us on Sundays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God bless you and give you days full of kindness. 
 
Reverend Enid 
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Benefice Services for July 2023 

 
 

July 30th 10.30am Benefice Service Laxfield 
 

Zoom Services  - Celtic Prayer 7.00pm Wednesdays, 9.00am Fridays 
To join us email Chrissie Smart – rev.chrissiesmart@gmail.com 

and you will be sent details 
 

June 2023 2nd 9th 16th 23rd 

  Gen 22:1-14 
Romans 6:12-end 

Matthew 10:40-
end 

Gen 24:34-38, 42-
49, 50-end 

Romans 7:15-25a 
Matt 11:16-19, 25-

end 

Gen 25:19-end 
Romans 8:1-11 
Matt 13:1-9, 18-

23 

Gen 28:10-19a 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matt 13:24-30, 

36-43 

Bedfield 10.30am 
Holy Communion 
EP 

      

Brundish 6.00pm Village 
Worship CS 

    
  

6.00m Holy 
Communion CM 

Cratfield Clive’s Priesting 
at 
     Cathedral 
      1st JULY 

11.00am 
Holy Communion 
Benefice Service 

6.00pm 
Evening Prayer 
CM 

  

    Sidesperson Sidesperson 
  

  

    Reader Reader 
  

  

Laxfield 10.30am  Celtic 
Morning Service LE 

  10.30am Holy 
Communion 
CM 

10.30am Fourth 
Sunday Worship 
FS Team 

Monk So-
ham 

11.00am   Family 
Service RA 

  11am  BCP 
Holy Commun-
ion  RA 

  

Tannington   
  

      

Wilby 10.30am Village 
Worship SP 

  10.30am  Vil-
lage Worship 
SP 

10.30am Morn-
ing Prayer CM 

Worling- 
worth 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 
BS 

6.00pm Let’s Cele-
brate Open Gar-
dens EP 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 
BS/LE 

11.00am 
Holy Communion 
RO 
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DIRECTORY: 
 
Local Officers: 
 
Church: 
Priest in Charge of the Four Rivers Benefice 
Rev. Enid Pow  revenid4rivers@gmail.com                      01986 743093 
The Vicarage, 15 Noyes Avenue Laxfield IP13 8EB 
Assistant Curate  Rev. Clive Mobbs                                 07340 838639   
                                                         
Parish Council: 
Chairperson    Lotty Barbour                                            01986 798099                                         
Parish Clerk    Sally Chapman                                         07774 734411  
Parish Council Website                                www.cratfield.onesuffolk.net 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator  Nick Eade              01986 798725 
                                                                          
 
Village Hall: 
Chairperson  Natalie Lloyd-Evans                                     01986 798790 
Vice Chair  Andy Barringer                                                01986 798346 
Bookings  Robert King                                                       01986 798975 
 
Laxfield All Saints C of E Primary School 
Head of School  Mrs Minns                                                01986 798344 
 
Nova Ladies Luncheon Group Heather Hargood               01986 798180 
 
Doctors’ Surgery                                           Fressingfield -1379 586227 
                                                                        Stradbroke   01379 384220 
 
Cratfield News 
Editor  Sue Eade                                                                01986 798725 
suecratmag@aol.com 
Treasurer Graham Nixey                                                    07748 907099 
Production Manager Peter Sparrow                                   01986 888505 
peter-sparrow@outlook.com 
 
 
All information must arrive at the latest by 20th of the month 
Advertising rates per annum: Full page £60, Half page £30, Quarter £20 
Please contact Sue, Graham or Peter for more information. 


