CRATFIELD NEWS
November 2017

st. Mary's Community Walk
sunday 19th november,

2.30pm from the church
Activities for children, dogs welcome.
Finish back at the church for a hot drink and
toasted teatea-cake.
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WELCOME
A very warm welcome to Wendy and Gary who have recently
moved into Mill House. I've heard they are already enjoying
living in Cratfield, well we all do!

FOR SALE

TELESCOPE 'Optolyth' 30 x 75 German optics. Draw
tube mount for tripod. Would cost about £750 new. Ideal
for bird-watching. £95.00
Ring Mick – 01986 798 771

SKY- WATCHING ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPE
BK1309 EQ2 with its tripod. 5” diameter tube. Red dot
finder. 2 interchangeable eye-pieces, all hardly used.
Ideal for beginner, instruction manual. £95.00
Ring Mick 01986 798 771

DON'T FORGET
St. Mary's community walk Sunday November 19th leaving the church at 2.30pm.
FLU JABS
Hope you all got one and didn't suffer any side effects. We did
rather push the advert (2 pages!) last month.

Sue
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CRATFIELD BOWLS AND SOCIAL CLUB
We are looking for new locals to come and have a go at carpet
bowling. No equipment needed, just come along and we will
show you how it's done! It's easy and good fun.
We meet on Wednesdays at 7.15pm in the Village Hall for 2
hours with a 'cuppa' at half time.
Please come along or ring Mick Chave for more details:01986 798 771
ARE YOU ARTISTIC?
If so why not try out the Cratfield Painting Club. We are just a
small group of amateur artists who work on our own pictures.
Come along any time on a Wednesday afternoon between 2
and 4 pm and have a look, or ring Mick Chave for further
details:01986 798 771
YOUR STORIES
I know there has been great interest in reading about the past
and previous lives of Cratfield residents, there's more to some
people than meets the eye! We have some fascinating
reading later in this issue from Doris Cook describing some of
the events of her life during World War II.
Now, how about contributing something yourself. Everyone
has a story to tell, it doesn't have to be exciting, hilarious or
wildly fantastic, just a life or job perhaps, of which not
everyone has knowledge. Basically we are all curious, and,
living in such a small village it is always interesting to know a
little more about one's friends and neighbours.
OVER TO YOU!
An email is all it needs or pop something in my postbox.
Sue
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Did Dowsing steal the Church brasses?
How was it that four brasses from St.
Mary's Church in Halesworth got into
the river Waveney near Earsham.
That they did so is not in doubt. They
were discovered there in 1825 and returned to the Church from whence they
came. One of the finds provided evidence of large families in the 16th century. A mutilated inscription bears witness that one John Browne (no relation) and his wife, had sixteen children,
six sons and ten daughters! The memorial brass indicates that John
Browne died in the August of 1581
leaving his children behind. One brass
bore the head and shoulders of a lady
thought to be John's wife, while others bore images of the six sons
and ten daughters.
There have been many theories as to how the brasses got into the
River Waveney some eight miles away. The most likely would
seem that they were stolen from the church during one of William
Dowsing's fervent bouts of destruction during the mid 17th century –
Dowsing was appointed as parliamentary visitor of Suffolk Churches. It was his job to implement the declaration of 1641 that all the
crucifixes and idolatrous pictures and images should be destroyed.
It seems safe to presume that he considered Halesworth brasses,
with their engraved images, as idolatrous.
In less than fifty days Dowsing is said to have destroyed around
7,000 pictures, 500 cherubim and 150 crosses at Suffolk churches.
There seems some doubt as to where he came from. Many have
linked him to Stratford St. Mary. Returns of hearth tax in the 1670's
list William Dowsing living in Laxfield. He is also thought to have
lived in Eye.
Pam Brown
Did he destroy anything in Cratfield Church?
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Pete’s
Computer

Reliable, helpful, honest and local!
Assistance, maintenance and repairs.
PC, laptops, tablets and phones.

Services

Tel: 07758076177
pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk
WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk

NO FIX NO FEE.

AFFORDABLE
HANDYMAN
HOME + GARDEN
RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY
EXCELLENT REFERENCES
CALL PETER
01379 668436
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MICHAEL OLIVER

FENCING AND GATES
ALL ASPECTS

SUPPLIED

ERECTED

REPAIRED

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements
GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED
Arches pergolas trellis paving paths footbridges raised beds log stores

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED
Including drainage and all types of edging
MINI DIGGER TO:

CLEAN SMALL DITCHES

HOLES AUGERED

CONCRETE BREAKING

TRENCHES

DRAINAGE

AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE

HOME: 01986 798129
MOBILE: 07946 714291
EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com

Linstead Farm & Garden
For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs
Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc
STIHL VIKING MOUNTFIELD COUNTAX STIGA
Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986
785272 or email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com
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Brian Cole
7, The Street, Cra5ield,
Halesworth,Suﬀolk IP19 0BS

Would you like
an attractive
garden, or a productive
vegetable patch, but lack the
time, energy or experience?

Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile:
07770768209

Garden machinery repairs

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden
Services for expert advice and
practical help in your garden.
Please telephone 07913814176 for
a prompt response.

Shears sharpened

Gates Lodge Self Catering
•
•
•

Luxury Grade 2 Listed Accommodation
Fully Equiped
4 star Detached Cart-Lodge & Stable

Farmland views
Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ

01379-586166
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com
www.gateslodge.co.uk
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CHIMNEY SWEEP
STRADBROKE 01379 388908
FULLY CERTIFIED
INSURANCE APPROVED
TONY HALES
BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE

Don’t forget to book your lucky sweep for weddings.
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Laxfield Produce, Craft and Flea Market
Saturday 4th November 10am -12.30pm
inside All Saint's Church,
inside the Royal Oak, and outside on Church Plain
A highlight of the October Market was Tropic stall-holder Eileen's demonstration of
energetic Zumba dancing – look out for her local classes
(it's surprising what talents lie behind some of these stalls) and remember – do
Zumba = eat more cake and goodies from the Market!
Despite the arrival of Autumn it was pleasing to see the stalls were as busy as ever,
visiting the Market is obviously on many people's must-do list each month as a
pleasant way to spend a Saturday morning.
And on November 4th there will again be an offering of a wide array of crafts, gifts,
cards, pre-loved and vintage, jewellery, children's clothes, and food items.
Delicious beef from a grass-fed Belted Galloway herd will be available again, and
as they also raise a few geese, speak to them if goose is on your menu for the
festive season, or goose-fat required for extra crispy roasties. Happily, the Market
offers some really good welfare-friendly food from small, local producers to include
pork, beef, eggs, goat's cheese, along with baked produce from carefully sourced,
quality ingredients.
A new stall will be offering fabric made wreaths, and in December natural foliage
wreaths will be available too, in aid of a pet charity. Don't forget that all stallholders
will be happy to discuss your festive needs and take orders ready to collect at the
December Market, or to arrange later delivery.
Tea, coffee and cake will be available inside the Church, and The Royal Oak will
be offering breakfasts, bacon rolls, liquid refreshment, and lunches.
This month's entertainment – The Ox Blood Molly Dancers – morris dancing, but
not as you might know it!
Please contact Catherine Cawood on 01986 798852 for info on pitch spaces.
Laxfield Market - on the first Saturday morning of every month –
all local, all individual and all very friendly! Come and see us!

2017 MOBILE LIBRARY DATES
Silverleys Green 14.15-14.35
The Poacher
14.45-15.00
Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays:
7th November, 5th December
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GOT A DRIP?
Need a plumber?
40 years experience.
Water filters and softeners
Heating and plumbing
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Locally based
Call Derek 07971 007846
email:
Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk

OLIVER AND SALLY-ANNE
GARDENS
Experienced greensman/gardener

RHS qualified gardener
catering for all your gardening
needs.
Based in Cratfield
and offering special local rates
07510 406259
sallyannegardens@gmail.com

Deﬁbrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the
Deﬁbrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—01986 798733, 01986
798606, 07873 862274. Silverleys Green Area; 01379 586816. North
Green Area; 01986 785035.
You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available.

Four Star Rated
Whipple Tree Co3age
Bell Green, Cra6ield
This carefully restored ;mbered former stable and haylo< includes 1 x double, 1 x
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs.
Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground ﬂoor for easy
wheelchair access. PreBy coBage garden, summerhouse plus oﬀ road parking for
two cars.
For bookings apply to:
Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green CoBage, Cra5ield,
Halesworth, Suﬀolk, IP19 0BI
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Something to look forward to.
A CHRISTMAS EVENING WITH THE FRESSINGFIELD
PLAYERS
Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd December
Carols, sketches, comedy, readings, stories & hot chestnuts too.

(Not to mention Andy B's famous mulled wine
secret recipe – get in early before it runs out!)

Sancroft Hall – Fressingfield

(Diagonally opposite the Fox & Goose)

Tickets only £5.00 from 01379 588013
(Not to be confused with Fressingfield Players Pantomime)
Some Cratfield residents came last year and had a lovely evening, it
was such a success it has been extended to two nights.
Book tickets early.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS ROUNDROUND-UP
Our Pop-up Pub is on the first Friday of each month, starting
at 6.00pm. All are welcome as always.
Now here is the serious bit. Numbers have dropped since the
summer – not surprising as dark evenings take effect – but we
are hitting a critical point for Steve who runs the bar. Should
numbers drop too far the maths won't work. The village hall
committee is very much behind this venture and we know from
people's comments that it is valued. We have some fresh ideas for the future and we know that other communities are looking at what we are doing with interest. So... if you want to
keep your monthly pub, please turn out and support it.
Is there anything else we can be doing? We welcome your
comments and ideas, and have already received some suggestions which we'll be raising at the next meeting.
The Village Hall is run by volunteers and we try to keep committee numbers up so we can share out the tasks.
Our AGM is on November 16th at 7pm. If you feel you can
offer help please come and talk to us. We are an informal
group and try to keep our meetings short, and whatever is the
opposite of po-faced
Winners of the October 100 Club Draw
1st Nick Eade
no. 30 £15.00
2nd Christine Knox no. 17 £10.00
3rd Pat Chave
no.5 £5.00
Congratulations to the winners
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Coming up at the Village Hall for
the Autumn/ Winter Season

Friday 3rd November at 6pm Pop-up-Bar with hot food.
Thursday 16th November AGM Village Hall Committee. 7.00pm.
Friday 1st December at 6pm Pop-up-Bar with hot food

Saturday 9th December Village Christmas Fair.
10 am to 3pm. Stalls, festive food, carols, Father Christmas.
Would you like to have a stall at the fair? Sell your own
things, or raise money for a favourite charity? Stalls cost
£10 for the day.
Call Natalie on 01986 798790
December 31st 8 to late New Year’s Eve disco. Free entry,
all welcome. Collection for Air Ambulance. Hot food is
served, so come hungry. It’s important we know how
many people are likely to come so please look out for attendance slips which will come in next month’s magazine.
Hope you can attend. Lots of fun!!
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Memories of life during the blitz and as a member
of the Women's Land Army in World War II

We were a family of four living at Buckhurst Hill, about thirteen miles
outside London. Before the war started I was working at Keystone
Photographic Press Agency in Fleet Street. When war broke out, not being
old enough to join the forces I opted for Civil Defence ARP (air raid
protection); the duties involved patrolling areas checking that, at night, no
lights were visible (car and bicycle lights had to be covered by paper with
only a small hole in the middle so that they could be seen approaching),
advising on protection such as pasting strips of paper over windows to
prevent glass splintering and, following air raids, checking to see how
people had fared and what help they needed, stirrup pumps were carried to
deal with small fires.
At home my father constructed an Anderson shelter in the garden. The
shelter was made of very heavy sheets of corrugated metal and the roof
covered with a thick layer of soil or turf, the dimensions were four feet six
by six feet six. Father made seating around three sides of the interior and
when time came to retire slats and cushions were laid across to form a bed
where the four of us slept most nights for about two years. The alternative
to an Anderson shelter was a Morrison shelter, a strong, steel, indoor table
with mesh sides, meals would be eaten from it and at night it would be
slept under as protection from falling masonry.
Journeys into Liverpool Street to work each morning were at times quite
hazardous and travellers looked constantly to see which buildings were still
standing after air raids, sometimes we could feel the heat through the train
windows from the fires still burning. On one occasion after a bad night of
bombing the train, unable to pass a bomb crater, terminated at Woodford,
passengers then either walked to the next station or caught a bus into
London, but they still went to work. On another occasion I had to walk to
Fleet Street and saw the Bomb Disposal Unit dismantling a land mine
which was caught in the overhead cables directly in front of St. Paul's
Cathedral (these were very brave men). At night we would hear the Bofors
(anti-aircraft) guns running on the local railway lines firing at enemy aircraft
as they came over.
Whole families, mothers, children and older people (not many men, they
were all in the forces) arrived in the underground stations just after 6pm
with bedding, food and drinks, the children already in their pyjamas. They
stayed until the all-clear sounded early the following morning. A line was
marked on the platform indicating how much of it could be used by those
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sheltering, just enough was left for travelling passengers. I believe a night
train ran carrying food and drink for those sheltering below ground.
At seventeen I joined the Women's Land Army. I was sent to Plumpton
Agricultural College in Chichester for training in dairy work and herd
management (which end of the cow to approach!). After four weeks training I
was sent to Battlebridge in Essex, Beeches Farm. I was first billeted with the
head horseman and his wife (facilities were in the garden, quite an eyeopener for me). At this time I was the only Land Girl on the farm. Work
started at 4.30 in the morning when the cows were brought in for milking. I
can distinctly remember, on my first day, as the herd matriarch walked into
the shed she turned to look at me with an expression as if to say, “What's
this?”. She had only ever been used to men before. At this early hour it was
a good idea to have made a flask of tea the night before as breakfast was
not until 8.30; with no electric lighting the milking was done by the light of
hurricanes lamps, as was the evening milking in the winter. We had three
cow sheds housing about eighty cows which were milked twice a day. Our
herd was tuberculin tested, not all were in those days, and milk was bottled
straight from the cow.. After milking we went for breakfast, a half hour break.
Mornings were spent mucking out the cow sheds and grinding mangold for
feed, sometimes there was peanut cake, food rations for each cow were put
in the mangers. During the winter the cows were kept in the yards and
bedding and hay had to be carted. There were also milk bottles to be
washed and sterilised. Dinner break was one hour. Afternoons were spent
doing field work, nice in the summer, but topping sugar beet by hand in the
winter was pure punishment. Harvest was hard work, no comfortable
combines, sheaves were stooked by hand, barley being the worst. When the
stooks were dry they were loaded onto wagons to go to the stack yard. By
now after about a year there were four of us Land Army girls, but we were
never allowed to work on a stack, that was men's work. Our farm, however,
was luckier than some as we had an elevator, the sheaves did not have to be
thrown up by pitchfork to the top of the stack. Some weeks later the hired
threshing machine came to the farm, we tried to avoid this dusty, dirty job.
At some point three of us Land Girls moved into the farm house and
shared a lovely big bedroom. We ate quite well too as there was a kitchen
garden, an orchard and chickens. Two pigs were kept on the farm each year
and when they were slaughtered a half of each pig came back to the farm,
the other half went to help subsidise food rationing.
We had one weekend off a month, from Saturday midday to Sunday
evening. I met my husband whilst I was working at Beeches Farm and we
were married in 1947. Having lived through the blitz I feel I was one of the
lucky ones and offer my thanks and respect to those who gave everything.

Doris Cook
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BOOTY BUILDERS

T.W. Tree and Gardening
Services

LAXFIELD

All aspects of tree surgery

*****

Hedges trimmed, rough areas
strimmed, garden rubbish cleared

For all types of
building work
*****

Tel: 01986 798928

Contact Terry

Mob: 07787 753525

01986 798753
Or 07889 116448
Fiona Patrick’s Therapies
Relax & Unwind ....
Holistic Massage – Back Massage
Hot Stone Massage – Indian Head Massage
Body Scrubs - Body Wraps
www.fp-therapies.co.uk
Fully Qualified & Insured
Give me a call – I am only in BRUNDISH
01379 388458 or e-mail
Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk

D.C. PATRICK
Do you hate ironing?

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT
Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, I can
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A collect and deliver.
Existing customers in Cratfield.
WEEK
Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or

TELEPHONE 01986 875229

01986 873 729
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D. M. BULLOCK

R. Gri3on

GENERAL BUILDER

Professional Decorators

All building work undertaken

High Quality, reliable
service for all your
interior and exterior
requirements

Extensions
New Build Renova;ons
Pa;os Brickwork

Telephone: 01379
586768

Plastering
Carpentry
Ceramic Tiling

Mobile: 07766 982600

Mobile: 07766 063601

Quality Home Produced Beef
A large selecFon of fresh & frozen beef
readily available
Come and visit the Cra6ield beef stand
at Halesworth produce market every
second Saturday of each month
A full price list is available on request.
Further details from Lo3y 01986

•

MOT

•

Servicing

•

Repairs

•

Diagnos;cs

•

All makes welcome

•

Land Rover Specialists

All mechanical work guaranteed for 12
months or 12,000 miles

798099

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road

orders@cra6ieldbeef.co.uk

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668
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Laxfield Pre-School Group
(Framlingham Road, Laxfield IP13 8HD)
Rewarded ‘Outstanding’ for the third consecutive time.
Sessions available between 8.30am -3.30pm for children
aged 2-5yrs. Funding is available subject to criteria.
Please call Lizzie on 01986 798091 or email at
manager.laxfieldpreschool@outlook.com

Cra5ield

For cats on holiday in a rural retreat

CaBery
•

Spacious chalets

•

Vaccinated cats only

•

Utmost care and aBen;on given

•

10% discount to Cra5ield residents

Call Rebecca 01986 799006/07879 400113
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ACORN FOOT HEALTH
Roger C. Griﬃths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci,
PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP

HORSE & GARDEN
The Thoroughfare, Halesworth

FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT
HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC
Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses,
fungal Infec;on, corns, nail cuPng, bunions
and Foot Care for diabe;cs.
Foot health checks and all nail condi;ons.

For an appointment
Tel. 01379 384873 Mob. 07724 073328

01986 873484 open 9 - 5.00 pm
Monday – Saturday
Everything for horse and rider.
Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs,
wellingtons, workwear, country
clothing, gi< tokens and much
more

Email: griﬃthstwo@aol.com
Some evening appointments available

MAN & MACHINE
LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES.

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE
SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH.

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN. TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED.
CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132 MOBILE 07966
725001
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‘My Knees Are Brown’
More mature readers might recall Mr Norman Potter the officious
caretaker played by Derek Guyler in the old school sitcom Please Sir!
He loved to harp on about the War when he was a Desert Rat, fighting
under Monty at El Alamein. I seem to recall his catchphrase was:
‘My knees are brown.’
What he meant was that, as a veteran of desert warfare he had worn
shorts and was proud of the tanned knees that symbolised this. This
summer I found myself mentally adopting Mr Potter’s catchphrase for
myself.
This was because this last summer was the summer of shorts. Before I
came to Cratfield I had the sort of job where, even in summer, you
could not wear shorts. In hot weather, I had to wear long trousers – a
badge of adulthood and responsibility. On coming to Cratfield I decided
to cast aside the pantaloon and embrace shorts. For me they
represented a new and more relaxed life.
Kingsley Amis, who was posh, thought
that shorts were strictly for kids. In
One Fat Englishman, one of his
characters, the porky and obnoxious
Roger Micheldene, sweating on the
beach in long trousers sees a nattily
dressed American in shorts ‘looking a
good twenty degrees cooler than [he]
felt’. But Roger glories in not wearing
them. He hates the shorts wearing
Yank on sight because at least
wearing long trousers means he is
dressed as an adult. Amis says he
thinks ‘If being cooler meant dressing
like a child there was a clear case for
staying hot.’
My Dad, on the other hand, who was not posh, was a shorts pioneer.
In the sixties at the same time as he and Mum went on their first
Spanish package holiday, he started to wear shorts and sported them
to show off his tan. He was proud to be the first man on our Estate to
wear them.
On the wearing of shorts, I agree with my Dad.
Over the summer when we were searching for a home in Suffolk but I
noticed that a respectable number of guys of all ages always wore
shorts. I was chatting to one man who proudly told me:
‘I put my shorts on in the Spring and don’t change them till October.’
Hoping that he did not mean that literally, I decided to take a leaf out of
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his book.
I felt that the traditional dress of Suffolk man in summer was shorts. To
be brown-legged, hale and hearty, even on cooler days seemed a
relaxed thing to do. To me they represented my move from an existence
in the Big City to living in the countryside. Les Murray, the Australian
poet, a proud shorts wearer, wrote fulsomely in favour of wearing them:
‘Now that everyone who yearned to wear long pants
has essentially achieved them,
….
it is time perhaps to cherish the culture of shorts’
And that is what, in my Cratfield summers, I fully intend to do.
Nigel Cousins

RIX PETROLEUM - OIL SYNDICATE FOR CRATFIELD
Cheaper from bulk purchase of village syndicate.
Reduced HGV movement within the village.
Everyone gets the same price.
You are called four times a year.
No contact or obligation.
Lastly Rix Petroleum donate 0.4p for every litre purchased in the
syndicate to St. Mary's Church. So you will be helping the Church as
well.
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The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield.

Dear Friends,
Joseph Williamson was born in Liverpool in 1769 he was a rich man and supported
the poor and provided work for the unemployed. He caused long tunnels and
chambers to be quarried out of the stone beneath the city. He even lived partly
underground himself.
Williamson once invited some Liverpool gentry to dine with him in one of his
excavated chambers. To the dismay of the guests, the chamber was bare rock, the
only furnishings a trestle table and chairs, and the meal simple - porridge and ship's
biscuits. Some guests showed their disgust by leaving immediately and were seen
out by a courteous footman. When it was obvious no other guest was going to
leave a signal was given and for those who remained, a curtain was pulled back
and a further chamber was revealed, richly decorated and containing a lavish
banquet.
In Jesus day many people came out to see him and hear him preach. Many
expected to find a great leader dressed as a prince and travelling in the finest style.
Some were gravely disappointed and fell away returning to their homes believing
this Jesus to have been another flash in the pan and without substance.
Those disciples could not have been blamed if they had decided to leave Jesus, as
some of Williamson's guests had done. In fact, it is fairly certain that many did. One
can imagine them being quite excited at first, thinking that God's blessing meant
that Jesus was going to give them gold and food. How disappointed some of them
must have been when he didn’t turn stones into bread - neither did he overthrow
the Roman occupation and give everyone a tax rebate.
Many people live lives that are full of disappointment, for some it may be because
they feel they have not made a difference. Many want to see tangible results from
their faith, perhaps a church grown from nothing to a thriving multi faceted
community. Or they think they should make many people turn to Christ simply by
listening to the words they preach. Many feel the need of a sign that will affirm their
discipleship and let them know God is pleased with them, that they are God’s right
arm on earth.
It is not surprising we are obsessed by celebrity today you only need to listen to the
contestants of X factor to hear how for them celebrity is all and how life ends when
they are rejected. Some at the great age of 16 are devastated at not making it.
Something they may have wanted all their short life. However being a follower of
Christ does not mean we will be celebrated or feted by kings and governors. Our
lives could be bleak and filled with anguish or even, God forbid ordinary. Jesus
promises nothing for this life but he promises everything for the life to come.
We are told to keep the faith to believe and we shall be rewarded just as those
guests of Joseph Williamson supper were rewarded.
David

22

ST. MARY'S CHURCH - NOVEMBER SERVICES
SUNDAY
12TH

SUNDAY
19TH

SUNDAY
26TH

6.30pm
Remembrance Service
DB

9.30am
Village Worship
C Mobbs

8.00am
Holy Communion
DB

Reader
Liz Dix

Reader
A. Edmonds

Reader
P. Baker

Sidesperson
A. Edmonds

Sidesperson
A. Edmonds

Sidesperson
D. Peacock

To be arranged

Zeph. 1:7, 12-18
1 Thess 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

Ezek 34:11-16, 2024
Ephesians 1:15-end
Matthew 25:31-end

If you cannot fulfill these requirements please contact Margaret
Thompson

News from St. Mary's
Join us for a community walk on Sunday 19th November, leaving church at 2.30pm and finishing back there with a hot drink
and toasted tea-cake. Maybe a bonfire!
There will be activities for children and dogs are welcome.
Read our piece about Rix Petroleum elsewhere in the magazinel
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DIRECTORY:
Doctor’s Surgery

Fressingﬁeld
Stradbroke

Local oﬃcers:
Church Rev. David Burrell
'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxﬁeld
theparsnips@googlemail.com

01379 586 227
01379 384 220
01986 798 136

Church Wardens:
Andy Edmunds
01986 798523
Lay Elder for Cra5ield - Margaret Thompson
07906 509302
Parish Council - LoBy Barbour
01986 798099
PC Clerk Sally Chapman
01379 855486
PC Website
www.cra5ield.onesuﬀolk.net
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator—Bob Stra5ord
01986 798143
Village Hall:
Chair Person - Rebecca Sannick
Vice Chair - Richard Turberville
Bookings - Jo Nunn
Pain;ng Club - Mick Chave
Laxﬁeld School Act. Head Teacher - Mrs Hammond
Nova Group - Heather Hargood
Magazine Editors:
Sue Eade, Cranes CoBage, Cra5ield, IP19 0BN
suecratmag@aol.com
Treasurer - Geoﬀ Moore
Produc;on Manager Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cra5ield, IP19 0BS
peter-sparrow@outlook.com

01986 799006
01986 798346
01986 799181
01986 798771
01986 798344
01986 798180

01986 798725
01379 588024
01986 798472

All informa;on must arrive by 20th of the month.
Adver;sing rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8;
ﬂyer £10.
Please contact Sue, Geoﬀ, Molly or Peter for more informa;on
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