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CRATFIELD  NEWS 

February 2019February 2019February 2019February 2019    

February is a suitable month for dying.  Everything around is dead, the 
trees black and frozen so that the appearance of green shoots two 

months hence seems preposterous, the ground hard and cold, the snow 
dirty, the winter hateful, hanging on too long. 

 

February is merely as long as is needed to pass the time until March! 
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WELCOME 

 

A warm welcome to Mark and Sue who will shortly be joining us in 
Cratfield at The Old School, we hope they will be very happy here. 
 

HERE PUSS! 
 

The grey tom-cat which was loitering at Spong Farm, now appears to 
have crossed the fields to The Old Cider Works, he is being fed, but 
please, if he's yours or you know who owns him please take him home. 
 

LOST 

 

Lost, somewhere on a dog walk in Cratfield, single Yale key with orange 
string attached.  Hoping to be reunited with it.  Natalie Lloyd-Evans, Field 
Cottage, Manse Lane. 
 

FREE 

 

The small table outside the village hall is a free give-away if anyone 
wants it. 

 

COMMUNITY WALK 

on 6th January 2019 

 

On a rather dull and miserable Sunday afternoon over 20 people and 9 
dogs took to the fields and footpaths of Cratfield to enjoy a 

companionable walk.  The weather was soon forgotten as the 
camaraderie took over and the walk, planned by Clive, proved to be a 

most enjoyable way to spend a dreary afternoon.  The event concluded 
with tea and cakes, organised by Margaret, before a huge, flaming 

bonfire, courtesy of the Community Payback team who had recently been 
clearing the churchyard, and carefully overseen by Don and Andy. 

 

Another walk will be announced at a later date, probably Springtime. 
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COFFEE MORNING 
VILLAGE HALL SATURDAy 16TH 

FEBRUARY 
10-12 NOON 

 
The temperature is rapidly dropping in Syria and Yemen.  It will 
be below freezing, conditions deadly to vulnerable families 
fleeing conflict.  The threat of hypothermia and frostbite is very 
real for people without a place to call home. 
 

Before Christmas we received a green envelope through our 
letter-boxes, asking us to donate to a SHELTER BOX.  These 
boxes are practical and sent out in the midst of disaster. 
 

Monies raised by the Carol Singers walking around the village at 
Christmas went to Yemen.  We can do more, these people are 
part of our global family. 

 

THE TOTAL COST OF A SHELTER BOX IS £590. 
 

PLLEASE COME ALONG AND SUPPORT THE 
COFFEE MORNING. 

 

If you can help by donating a cake or anything to 
sell on a stall please call 07906509302 

Hahahaha! Sue has made a mistake again this month and le� me some free space to 

mess around with! 

So I think it’s �me for a challenge. There are 4 more spaces just like this at the end of 

other ar�cles throughout the mag, to make it easier I have put a border around them, a 

bit like this. 

In them I have hidden a secret message! See if you can figure it out! 

Pete. 
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Marge and the Lost World 

 

Christmas shopping for the grandchild’s present was easy in Jarrold’s of 
Norwich.  It is an old-style department store with 
as wide a range of goods as a normal human brain 
can take in – and you get to see exactly what you 
are buying.  We were almost as pleased with the 
toy digger we bought as was two-and-a-half-year-
old Freddie when he finally got to unwrap it.  Going 
into a real live store with its bright displays, lights 
and Christmas shoppers was blissfully different 
from the airless experience of internet shopping.   
 

But there was more to it than that - as I walked through women's-wear with 
its artificial lighting, bright new clothes and gorgeously artificial scents I had a 
flashback to another time – I visualised my Mum’s friend Marge. I could feel 
her presence as if she was standing there before me in Jarrold’s.  Her 
gorgeous fragrance, her glamorous appearance. Marge, my Mum’s friend 
from long ago.  She was a down to earth woman married to a man who 
worked in the same factory as my Dad.  She did not have loads of 
qualifications nor was she a female trailblazer in the world of work.  She kept 
a lovely house, cooked brilliant food for the family and raised her children 
with loving care.  But she had a glamour my Mum freely admitted she did not 
have.  She had the longest, reddest fingernails.  Her hair 
was immaculately set and exquisitely coloured.  She was 
the nearest to a film star our homely neighbourhood could 
produce.  She worked full time as a Supervisor in the ladies’ 
wear department of the House of Fraser – which my Mum 
regarded as being a top job. 
 

I like to think that there were thousands like her, working in retail in those 
days. They had something to dress up for every day and could dispense a 
little portion of the dream of fashion to their customers.  I doubt that she 
earned a great deal of money – but she could go out, dolled up, every day 
and work in a steady job. It was a swanky shop owned by a reliable firm 
which seemed like it would last forever. I hope she worked there for a long 
time and safely retired long before some asset stripper could get their hands 
on the pension fund. 

 

I like to think Marge and the thousands like her who worked in 
retail enjoying a charmed life. A safe and steady job they loved 
with not many changes other than new window displays.  I like 
to think of her working during a time when living standards for 
ordinary people were going up.  When bankers were 
trustworthy and boringly reliable. 
 

That safe world, which now we have lost, gave us teenagers 
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just the sense of security that makes you feel safe to rebel and experiment.  
We used retail to express our rebellion – I would go into town on Saturdays 
and buy a subversive LP– trotting home clutching the latest album by Cream, 
Deep Purple or Frank Zappa.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s all different now.  That kind of High Street is becoming a thing of the past.  
We order things on line. The world is a far less certain place.  Let’s drink a 
toast to the Department Store of yesteryear and the old certainties.  Lets us 
drink a toast to Marge and those like her – may her memory be forever 
fragrant and glamorous. 
 

This first word is so simple and sweet you can’t help get it 

right. Look around and you will see a dis�nc�vely shaped 

treat! 



6 

 

 

Linstead Farm & Garden 

For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 

Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 

 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 

785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Brian Cole 

7, The Street, Cra6ield, 

Halesworth,Suffolk IP19 0BS 

Tel: 01986 798503 Mobile: 

07770768209 

Garden machinery repairs 

Shears sharpened 

 

 

Would you like 

an attractive 

garden, or a productive 

vegetable patch, but lack the 

time, energy or experience?   

Then call Gary Kimpton Garden 

Services for expert advice and 

practical help in your garden.  

Please telephone 07913814176 for 

a prompt response. 

 

Gates Lodge Self Catering 
 

• Luxury	Grade	2	Listed	Accommodation 

• Fully	Equiped 

• 4	star	Detached	Cart-Lodge	&	Stable		
Farmland views 

Chippenhall Green, Fressingfield, IP21 5SJ 

01379-586166 
www.jolly-farmers-suffolk.com 

www.gateslodge.co.uk 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP 
STRADBROKE 01379 388908 

FULLY CERTIFIED 

INSURANCE APPROVED 

TONY HALES 

BUMBLE COTTAGE, WILBY RD, STRADBROKE 

 

Don’t forget to book your lucky sweep for weddings. 
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Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree Co(age 

Bell Green, Cra+ield 

This carefully restored �mbered former stable and haylo� includes 1 x double, 1 x 

twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room, lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 

wheelchair access. Pre@y co@age garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764 or write to Bell Green Co@age, Cra6ield, 

Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

GOT A DRIP? 
Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 
Call Derek 07971 007846 

email: 
Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 

Defibrillator phone numbers: People able and willing to operate the 

Defibrillator are as follows; Bell Green Area—07809 559568, 01986 

798606, 07873 862274.  Silverleys Green Area; 01379 586816. North 

Green Area; 01986 785035. 

You can contact any of these if the one you phone is not available. 
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Quiz AnswersQuiz AnswersQuiz AnswersQuiz Answers    

    

    

    
1. 2nd century in 333 2nd century in 333 2nd century in 333 2nd century in 333 Pope Julius I officially declared that the birth Pope Julius I officially declared that the birth Pope Julius I officially declared that the birth Pope Julius I officially declared that the birth 

of Jesus would be celebrated on theof Jesus would be celebrated on theof Jesus would be celebrated on theof Jesus would be celebrated on the    25th December.25th December.25th December.25th December. 

2.2.2.2.    Christmas TreeChristmas TreeChristmas TreeChristmas Tree    

3.3.3.3.    Santa ClausSanta ClausSanta ClausSanta Claus    

4. variant of nael , from Latin natalis birth.variant of nael , from Latin natalis birth.variant of nael , from Latin natalis birth.variant of nael , from Latin natalis birth. 

5. It was first used in the mid 1500s.It was first used in the mid 1500s.It was first used in the mid 1500s.It was first used in the mid 1500s.    XXXX    is the Greek letteris the Greek letteris the Greek letteris the Greek letter “chi,”“chi,”“chi,”“chi,”    the the the the 
initial letter in the wordinitial letter in the wordinitial letter in the wordinitial letter in the word    Χριστός. Christ.Christ.Christ.Christ. 

6. ‘A Visit from St Nicholas.’‘A Visit from St Nicholas.’‘A Visit from St Nicholas.’‘A Visit from St Nicholas.’ 

7.7.7.7.    OdinOdinOdinOdin    

8.8.8.8.    AustriaAustriaAustriaAustria    

9.9.9.9.    Silver BellsSilver BellsSilver BellsSilver Bells    

10.10.10.10.    MexicoMexicoMexicoMexico    

11. The bible does not say, there were three gifts but all we can be sure of The bible does not say, there were three gifts but all we can be sure of The bible does not say, there were three gifts but all we can be sure of The bible does not say, there were three gifts but all we can be sure of 
is that there was more than one wise man.is that there was more than one wise man.is that there was more than one wise man.is that there was more than one wise man. 

12.12.12.12.    GreeceGreeceGreeceGreece    

13.13.13.13.    John SmithJohn SmithJohn SmithJohn Smith    

14.14.14.14.    MistletoeMistletoeMistletoeMistletoe    

15.15.15.15.    Yule LogYule LogYule LogYule Log    

16.16.16.16.    Bah Humbug!Bah Humbug!Bah Humbug!Bah Humbug!    

17. White Christmas (Bing Crosby)White Christmas (Bing Crosby)White Christmas (Bing Crosby)White Christmas (Bing Crosby) 

18.18.18.18.    She was his AuntShe was his AuntShe was his AuntShe was his Aunt    

19.19.19.19.    Christmas puddingChristmas puddingChristmas puddingChristmas pudding    

20.20.20.20.    Bethlehem is where the Messiah will be born.Bethlehem is where the Messiah will be born.Bethlehem is where the Messiah will be born.Bethlehem is where the Messiah will be born.    
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS - FEBRUARY 2019 
 

Friday 1
st

 February – Pop-up Bar – with food by Cratfield 
Kitchen 

 

Please note the Pop-up Bar opening and closing times for 2019 – 
Bar opens at 6.00pm with last orders at 9.45pm and bar closes at 
10.00pm.  The hall will close at 10.30pm to allow the volunteers to 
tidy and lock up and get home at a sociable hour – your co-

operation is greatly appreciated.  We are always looking for extra 
help running this evening, so if you have ever fancied yourself as a 
Peggy Mitchel (just no shouting 'geroutta my pub') or Bet Lynch 
(leopard print outfits not compulsory) then please do speak to 
anyone on the committee. 
We would also like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you 
to Mike Downer at the The Royal Oak in Laxfield as he has helped 
us get very good beer at a reasonable price – which has helped turn 
the pop-up pub into a profitable event for the Village Hall. 
 

Saturday 16
th

 March – Curry and Casserole Night 
 

Another gastronomic feast for your taste buds following numerous 
food themed evenings.  Tickets are £12.50 per head and booking is 
essential – please book via Rebecca Sannick with your food choice 
on 01986 799006 – options are Chicken Curry, Beef Casserole, 
Curried Eggs (vegetarian option) or Winter Vegetable Casserole 
(vegetarian option), pudding options are Chocolate or Syrup 
steamed Sponge.  All previous food evenings have sold out well in 
advance so please book early to avoid disappointment. 
Bring your own wine or beer to drink – the bar will be selling bottles 
(not glasses) of wine on the night (no soft drinks or beer will be 
sold). 
 

Sunday May 12
th

 Dog Show – more details to follow 

 

Sunday September 1
st

 – Horticultural Show – more details to 
follow 

 

Accoustic Night – following the huge success of this night (many 
thanks to Paul Marfleet for organising) we are planning another this 
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spring – more details to follow when confirmed. 
 

Now that the Christmas decorations are all packed away... 
Do you have any unwanted or duplicated Christmas pesents sitting 
there gathering dust?  Alongside donating them to the local charity 
shops had you ever thought about passing them onto the village hall 
for one of the raffles run at events throughout the year?  Contact a 
member of the village hall committee if you have anything to donate – 
contact details at the back of the magazine. 
 

Gardening Club – there is a newly formed Gardening Club – for any 
enquiries please contact Caroline Marfleet to find out more -
marfleets@doctors.org.uk 01986 799048 or 07969603509 

 

Also – there is a very active Facebook (for those who use it!) page, 
which covers not only Village and Village Hall events, but other local 
events and information – just search for 'Cratfield Village' on 
Facebook 

 

100 CLUB 

 

1
st
 Patrick Turley No:54 £15.00 

2
nd

 Simon Woolward No:77 £10.00 

3
rd

 Carolyn White No:36 £5.00 

Congratulations to all the winners 

 

 

Andy Barringer 
 

(Roving reporter for the Cratfield Cryer!) 

From Watership Down to Beatrix Po@er I am famous. 

I don’t live in the trees, but do underground. 

You could say I sound kind of runny? 
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Broadband (or, rather lack of) again - 2019 update. 
 

Well, since my last letter, things have changed. 
I would like to say things have advanced or moved forwards but let's wait 
and see.... 
 

As of mid January BT submitted roadwork applications for the same route 
as early last year but not road closures for installing ducting, but stop/go 
boards to install poles over the “missing” 4 Km. 
This work is supposed to start January 28

th
 so by the time you read this it 

should already be happening...... but, given last years’ experience, who 
knows? 

 

The relevance to the OfCom report is interesting. 
Given that BT have effectively been promised £3,400 per property of 
taxpayers money in 2020 to finish what they have already been paid for 
twice (with taxpayers money) and that they were involved in the 
negotiations with OfCom last year to get the work and further taxpayer 
funding, I suspect OfCom have just paid them anyway to do it when they 
feel fit and now may be the best time for other network reasons. 
 

But that is if it actually happens, unlike last year. 
And if it does, where are these poles actually going??? 

Suffolk County Council's website only broadly defines the route as being 
the 4 Km gap between existing poles and the same route as the ducting 
that never was last year. 
But it doesn't say which side of the road. 
If it's the same side of the road as the existing cables – which is where BT/
Openreach presumably have the necessary permission (way-leaves etc.) 
because of their existing cables, and given Morrisons could damage the 
existing cables with a highly controllable mini digger after just 20 metres of 
work, the hole boring machines BT/Openreach's subcontractors use for 
new pole work are far less forgiving...... 
 

So let's hope they have permission to use the opposite side of the road. 
 

If not, and if you still get your internet by the current BT copper cable 
(rather than Fram wireless or any of the 3G/4G mobile services) I would 
suggest I would suggest you do all your online banking etc. ASAP if the 
work starts on the existing side of the road. 
 

Rod Sugden. 



15 

Pete’s Pete’s Pete’s Pete’s     

Computer Computer Computer Computer     

Services Services Services Services  

Reliable, helpful, honest and local! 

Assistance, maintenance and repairs. 

PC, laptops, tablets and phones. 

NO FIX NO FEE. 

 

Tel: 07758076177 or 01986888505 

pete@petescomputerservices.co.uk  

WEB: petescomputerservices.co.uk 

 

 PAINTING AND DECORATING 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

 

FOR A CONSCIENTIOUS, RELIABLE 
SERVICE 

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

 

PAUL GODDARD 

Tel: 01986 784594 



16 

2019  Mobile Library Dates 

 

Silverleys Green 14.15 – 14.35 

The Poacher 14.45 – 14.55 

 

Calling every four weeks on Tuesdays 

January 29th, February 26th, March 26th, April 23rd, May 21st, June 28th, July 16th, 
August 13th, September 10th, October 8th, November 5th, December 3rd.  

BOOTY BUILDERS 

LAXFIELD 

***** 

For all types of 

building work 

***** 

Contact Terry 

01986 798753 

Or 07889 116448 

 

  

Do you hate ironing? 

 

Then let me do it! Reasonable rates, I can 

collect and deliver.   

Existing customers in Cratfield. 

Contact Sue on 07789 041793 or  

01986 873 729  

D.C. PATRICK 

26 Market Plkace, Halesworth 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME 7 DAYS A 

WEEK 

TELEPHONE 01986 875229 

T.W. Tree and Gardening 

Services 

All aspects of tree surgery 

Hedges trimmed, rough areas 

strimmed, garden rubbish cleared 

 

Tel: 01986 798928  

Mob: 07787 753525 
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     D. M. BULLOCK 

       GENERAL BUILDER 

All building work undertaken 

              

Extensions 

New Build    Renova�ons 

Pa�os   Brickwork 

Plastering 

Carpentry 

Ceramic Tiling 

Mobile: 07766 063601 

R. Gri(on 

Professional Decorators 

High Quality, reliable 

service for all your 

interior and exterior 

requirements 

 

Telephone: 01379 

586768 

Mobile:  07766 982600 

 

 
Quality Home Produced Beef 

A large selecFon of fresh & frozen beef 

readily available 

Come and visit the Cra+ield beef stand 

at Halesworth produce market every 

second Saturday of each month 

A full price list is available on request.  

Further details from Lo(y 01986 

798099 

orders@cra+ieldbeef.co.uk 

• MOT 

• Servicing 

• Repairs 

• Diagnos�cs 

• All makes welcome 

• Land Rover Specialists 

All mechanical  work guaranteed for 12 

months or 12,000 miles 

Hillcrest Garage, Cratfield Road  

Huntingfield Tel: 01986 798668 
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AFFORDABLE 
HANDYMAN 

HOME + GARDEN 

 

 

RELIABLE, TRUSTWORTHY 

EXCELLENT REFERENCES 

CALL PETER 

01379 668436 

          ACORN FOOT HEALTH     

Roger C. Griffiths, BSc (Econ), Dip Soc Sci, 

PGCE, MCFHP, MAFHP 

    FOOT HEALTH CONSULTANT 

HOME VISITS, CARE HOMES & PRIVATE CLINIC 

Verruca treatments, ingrown toenails, calluses, 

fungal Infec�on, corns, nail cuQng, bunions 

and Foot Care for diabe�cs. 

Foot health checks and all nail condi�ons. 

For an appointment 

Tel. 01379 384873  Mob. 07724 073328 

       Email: griffithstwo@aol.com 

Some evening appointments available 

FREE Defibrillator Training 
Cratfield Parish Council is holding some FREE 
Defibrillator Training in the autumn at the Village Hall. 
Would you be interested in learning how to 
use it? 
Open to anyone who would like to attend! 
 
Contact: The Clerk on 01379 855486 or 
email cratfieldpc@gmail.com 
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Fiona Patrick’s Therapies 

Relax & Unwind .... 

Holistic Massage – Back Massage 

Hot Stone Massage – Indian Head Massage 

Body Scrubs - Body Wraps 

www.fp-therapies.co.uk 

Fully Qualified & Insured 

Give me a call – I am only in BRUNDISH 

01379 388458 or e-mail   

Fiona@fp-therapies.co.uk 

HORSE & GARDEN 

The Thoroughfare, Halesworth  

01986 873484  open 9 - 5.00 pm 

Monday – Saturday 

Everything for horse and rider.   

Garden supplies, seasonal bulbs, 

wellingtons, workwear, country 

clothing, gi� tokens and much 

more 

 

MAN & MACHINE 

 

LOCAL PLANT & DRIVER HIRE – REASONABLE RATES. 

 

SITE WORKS, DRIVES, AGRICULTURAL, DITCHING, DRAINAGE, HARDCORE 

SUPPLIED AND REMOVED, INCLUDING CONCRETE CRUSH. 

 

ALL JOBS UNDERTAKEN.  TRACTOR, TRAILER, SITE WASTE REMOVED. 

CALL DAVID ABELL FOR QUOTATION; 01986 785132  MOBILE 07966 

725001 
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The joys of retail 
 

Nigel's article this month brought to mind my own ventures into the world of 
retail, courtesy of the 'Saturday Job'.  Do such opportunities exist these 
days?  I'm not sure that they do. 
 

At the age of 16 my first Saturday job was in the Co-op in St. Helens.  This 
Co-op was not the food-store, Halesworth variety, rather more the Beccles 
type, a department store. I was assigned to the shoe department.  It was 
not the most glamorous of departments.  Had it been a Clark's Shoe Shop 
(dizzy heights!) the clientèle may have been slightly more up market, but 
then again we are talking St. Helens here, a northern industrial town which 
was not particularly salubrious, even in 
those days! Anyway, I have some less 
than fond recollections of feet, often clad 
in not the most pristine of hosiery and 
occasionally, vaguely malodorous, which 
had to be carefully and gently inserted, 
with the aid of a shoe-horn, into not the 
classiest of footwear, whilst kneeling 
somewhat subserviently at said feet. 
As I recall the remuneration for the day's 
work, which was not received until the 
following Saturday just in case the job 
was so unbearable one didn't return, was 
17s 6d.  It was delivered in a small brown envelope (wage packet) with 
holes punched into it so that one could check the amount before opening 
and if one felt there was any shortfall to be brought to the attention of the 
wages clerk one would not be accused of pilfering. 
 

The second shop in which I worked was 'Harts'.  Who Mr. Hart was I never 
knew, but he must have been falling on hard times; the shop building was a 
health and safety nightmare (not that health and safety had been invented 
in those days, I was tempted to write 'in them days' that's the sort of shop it 
was). The goods were displayed on sloping counters which were arranged 
in blocks, we staff stood in the middle between the counters, where the 
floorboards were lethal, often with cracked, split or even broken boards.  I 
can't recall any outraged customers complaining so I'm guessing repairs 
must have been made to the store's flooring on the customers' side at least. 
Here I worked in the children's department, the clothes, in keeping with the 
shop, were extremely basic and  incredibly cheap.  I can still conjure up an 
image of the dresses for little girls, made from cheap, garishly printed 
cotton with embellishments consisting of bands of 'rick-rack' (you may well 
ask!) braid stitched around sleeves or hems. 
  
Later when I was at college, and preferring to stay in London during the 
holidays, I applied for a job in the Oxford Street branch of Marks and 
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Spencer. Compare and contrast!  (However, my previous retail experience 
must have stood me in good stead!  I got the job.)  I have two outstanding 
memories of this period, the first being assigned to the swimwear 
department, where part of the brief on 'exchange or refund' 
was to check the gusset on returned goods, and then, as if 
this wasn't cripplingly embarrassing enough, having to explain 
that a refund or exchange was being refused due to the 
goods being 'soiled'.  I really did have to do this on one 
occasion, I'm not sure who was more embarrassed the 
customer or me! 
 

The second memory comes from my time in the knitwear 
department, which was far preferable to swimwear and the 
dread of 'exchange or return'. Here I had the doubtful 
pleasure of serving Hylda Baker, you may well never have 
heard of her and if you do remember who she was you 
must be of quite an advanced age, she died in 1986 aged 
81. Hylda was a very northern comedienne and actress 
who at the time was appearing in a TV series called 
'Nearest and Dearest'. (I've googled this, I don't recall ever 
seeing it!)  The reason for the memory is that she was 
probably the only 'famous' person (I don't think the term 

celebrity was in common parlance then) that I served and I was horrified at 
how scruffy she was and how dirty her clothes were, her 'white' cardigan in 
particular was covered in stains which spoke of very careless eating habits. 
  
Despite these experiences I enjoyed working in this store far more than any 
of the others, the staff perks/discounts were very good and, well, it was 
London, Oxford Street!  (London was a great place to be at the time.  I never 
did go back 'up north'. In fact, then, I never wanted to leave London.  How 
one's ideals change with age, I would not like to live there now, a visit is 
stimulating, but give me good old Cratfield and rural life any day! 
 

Sue 

Another quick look around should help you here, but not as 

straigh6orward as you think perhaps? Try to stay posi�ve wont 

you! 
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It’s finally here, the final clue, although I think it came first, others would 

argue! 

Have a good go, it’s just for fun. 

Maybe next month I’ll tell you who’s won! 

If you e-mail me the answer that is! 

Crane Lodge, Bickers Hill, Laxfield, IP13 8DP 

Telephone: 01986-798901 

February 2019 

Dear Friends, 

Many people hate to ask others for help. They have that “I can do it on my own” mentality. In life 
when something is broken in the home, wives say, “call someone to fix it.” Men say, “why when I 
can do it myself” even though he doesn’t know how to. In the workplace some people have a ton 
of work to do, but they refuse to ask their co-workers for help, often because they think that they 
are giving the impression that they can’t cope. 
Sometimes it’s because we don’t want to feel like a burden, sometimes we don’t want to be 
turned down, sometimes we just want to control everything, some people hate anything that 
feels like a hand out. 
There is nothing wrong with seeking help in fact Scripture encourages it. Christians must ask 
God for help daily because we won’t get far in life trying to live off our own strength. 
When you find yourself in a situation, He wants you to ask for help. It’s never meant for us to do 
God’s will by ourselves. God is the one who guides us in the right path. 
Believing that we can do everything often leads to failure. Trust in the Lord. Sometimes God 
helps us by doing things Himself and sometimes God helps us through other people. We must 
never be afraid to get wise counsel and help for big decisions from others. 
Asking for help doesn’t mean you’re weak, but it means you are strong and wise. Being proud is 
a sin and that is why many people fail to ask for help even when they desperately need it. 
Continually ask the Lord for help and strength daily, realizing it’s impossible to live the Christian 
life without Him. 
 “Refusing to ask for help when you need it is refusing someone the chance to be helpful.” – Ric 
Ocasek. 
The other side of that coin is knowing when someone is asking for help without coming right out 
with it. How often do you think you have missed the opportunity to help somebody because you 
weren’t listening? They may find it just as difficult to ask for help as you do. Often when we ask 
God for help, he provides it through ordinary people, like you and me.“Be strong enough to 
stand alone, smart enough to know when you need help, and brave enough to ask for it.” Ziad K. 
Abdelnour. 

Next month because of Church law I shall have to retire as Assistant Priest, but I’m not going to 
disappear forever. In the not too far distant future I hope to be able to resume my ministry, albeit 
as a retired priest, if you’ll have me. Please keep me in your prayers. 

With my prayers and best wishes,     Ron 
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St. Mary's Church Services – February 2019 

 

 
 

NOTES FROM ST. MARY'S 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who 
contributed items of clothing or blankets 
and brought them along to St. Mary's 
Church on the evening of the Carol 
Service.  The bags just kept coming and 
coming.  On Saturday morning we took 
20 large dustbin bags to St. Martin's 
Housing Trust for the people who found 
themselves homeless in Norwich at 
Christmas.  It was a wonderful 
expression of Christian outreach in our 
community.  A special thank you to 
Wendy and Gary and Alison and Mike 
who helped with transportation.   

Sunday 
10th 

Sunday 
17th 

Sunday 
24th 

6.30pm 
Evensong 

DB 

9.30am 
Village Worship 

Lay Elder 

8.00am 
Holy Communion 

DB 

Sidesperson 
A. Edmonds 

Sidesperson 
A. Edmonds 

Sidesperson 
D. Peacock 

  

Reader 
Liz Dix 

Reader 
D. Peacock 

Reader 
P. Baker 

  

Isaiah 6:1-8, 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 
1 Corinthians 15:12-

20 
Luke 6:17-26 

Genesis 2:4b, 15-25 
Revelation 4 
Luke 8:22-25 
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DIRECTORY: 
 

 

Doctor’s Surgery Fressingfield 01379 586 227 

 Stradbroke 01379 384 220 

Local officers: 

Church Rev. David Burrell  01986 798 136  

'The Vicarage, Noyes Avenue, Laxfield  

theparsnips@googlemail.com  

 

Church Wardens: 

Andy Edmunds  01986 798523 

Lay Elder for Cra6ield - Margaret Thompson  07906 509302  

Parish Council - Lo@y Barbour  01986 798099 

PC Clerk Sally Chapman   01379 855486  
PC Website www.cra6ield.onesuffolk.net  

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator - Nick Eade  01986 798725  
 

Village Hall: 

Chair Person - Natalie Lloyd-Evans   01986 798790  
Vice Chair - Richard Turberville   01986 798346  
Bookings - Jo Nunn  01986 799181    

Laxfield School Head of School- Mrs Hammond  01986 798344 

Nova Group - Heather Hargood   01986 798180  
 

Magazine Editors: 

Sue Eade, Cranes Co@age, Cra6ield, IP19 0BN  01986 798725 

suecratmag@aol.com  

Treasurer - Geoff Moore  01379 588024 

Produc�on Manager -  

Peter Sparrow, 2 The Street, Cra6ield, IP19 0BS  01986 888505 

peter-sparrow@outlook.com 

 

 

All informa�on must arrive by 20
th  

of the month. 

Adver�sing rates p/a: Full page £60; half page £30; quarter £20; eighth £10; directory £8; 

flyer £10. 

Please contact Sue, Geoff, Molly or Peter for more informa�on 


