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St. Mary’s Cratfield 
 
I have recently been interested in items in Cratfield News referring to 
the need for change in the church.  This has been further aroused by 
Rev. Susan’s letter mentioning Rev. David Mulrenan, a name, I 
suspect, very little known in Cratfield.  Would it be possible for details 
of what she calls “the project” to be put to the village as a whole in 
order that these very vague allusions be understood, together with the 
implications for the church in Cratfield both as a body and a building. 
 
St. Mary’s Church and what it stands for have played a large part in 
the long lives of both my husband and myself.  Age and serious 
disability prevent us from supporting it actively now, but we are still 
interested in what goes on.  We have seen many changes during our 
70 plus years of association with St. Mary’s and agree that something 
needs to be done urgently to revive interest. 
 
I feel that this revival is more likely if all parishioners have an 
opportunity to understand the thinking behind the current “project” and 
the attitude of the Church of England to village communities generally.  
I think it is sometimes forgotten that because they are small it does 
not mean that their members are any less committed Christians than 
those belonging to large town churches who can raise their Parish 
Share more easily! 
 
That Cratfield has been able to manage to pay as much of its Parish 
Share as it has, has been latterly, I believe, largely due to Margaret 
Thompson and her loyal band, whose mammoth efforts at fundraising 
have only been equalled by her shining example of real Christianity in 
her work as a lay elder. 
 
Perhaps now is the time for some openness as the parishes strive to 
improve a very unhappy situation. 
 
Yours in hope, 
 
S. M. Webster 
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Become a shareholder and help secure the 
future of   

THE LOW HOUSE 

The Low House CIC are Freehold owners of The 
Low House, they invite you to become a 

shareholder in the company and a friend of The 
Low House. 

 
The aims of the share sale are: 
 
- To encourage greater community involvement in the CIC. 
- To increase the number of local stakeholders in the pub. 
- To help secure the long-term future of this unique Suffolk 
  landmark. 
 
For further information pick up a copy of the prospectus from the 
pub, or email lowhousefriends@gmail.com to secure your 
electronic copy. 
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Linstead Farm & Garden 
For all your gardening equipment and machinery needs 

 
Lawn mowers, ride-ons, chainsaws, hedge trimmers etc 

 

STIHL    VIKING   MOUNTFIELD   COUNTAX   STIGA 
 

Sales and service, spares and repairs. Contact Bob or Simon on 01986 
785272 or  email linsteadfarm@btconnect.com 

MICHAEL OLIVER 
 

FENCING   AND   GATES 
ALL   ASPECTS     SUPPLIED     ERECTED     REPAIRED 

ADAPTABLE to your individual requirements 
 

GARDEN FEATURES CONSTRUCTED AND INSTALLED 
Arches  pergolas   trellis   paving  paths   footbridges  raised beds  log stores  

 

GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS CONSTRUCTED AND REFURBISHED 
Including drainage and all types of edging 

 
MINI DIGGER TO:          CLEAN SMALL DITCHES     TRENCHES         DRAINAGE 

HOLES AUGERED       CONCRETE BREAKING       AREAS LEVELLED AND CLEARED 
 

PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE 
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND SENSIBLE ADVICE 

 
HOME:  01986 798129          MOBILE:  07946 714291 

EMAIL:michael700oliver@btinternet.com 
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Cratfield Parish 
Council 

Please help keep your village clean & 
tidy 

Cratfield Parish Council has litter 
picking equipment which can be 

borrowed anytime. 
Your help & support would be greatly 

appreciated! 
If you would like to litter pick please contact: 
Cllr Dan Elford Tel: 01986 798649 - Village collection 
Cllr Richard Chivers Tel: 07900 187350 - Silverleys Green collection 
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A Life on the Ocean Wave – And a Few Management Challenges1 
 
In the autumn of 1983, HMS Hermes embarked a Royal Marine Commando and 
sailed to take part in NATO amphibious exercises in the Mediterranean.  There are 
few military operations as complex as amphibious landings, which make huge 
demands on organisation, co-operation between different units and Services, 
logistics, communications and command systems and which combine air, sea and 
land forces. This deployment turned out to be particularly challenging and I learned 
a good deal about joint operations, military planning and agile management. 
48 hours after sailing we ran into two new problems.  The Supply Officer came to 
tell me that the Marines (who are incredibly fit, energetic and hungry) were eating 
nearly twice as much as our sailors and at that rate we would run out of food before 
our next planned replenishment!  This set off a wave of replanning which was well 
under way when I became aware of another difficult argument.  The Commander 
Air wanted to exercise and train the Commando Helicopter pilots regularly in day 
and night flying, while the Second in Command of the Marines needed to use the 
flight deck for physical training and small arms practice, and the First Lieutenant 
wanted the flight deck for the crew’s recreation and exercise. This needed me to 
chair a difficult meeting to agree a broad schedule that met all their needs.  Once I 
was sure that everyone was equally dis-satisfied, I felt I had the right answer! 
Whilst in Naples for the briefing on the planned NATO exercise in the Aegean Sea, 
we received the unsurprising but unwelcome news that Greece had pulled out of 
the exercise and so the islands ear-marked for the landings were no longer 
available.  This was a frequent problem in NATO because of the long-standing 
antipathy between Greece and Turkey but it left us sailing from Naples with 700 
hyped up marines and no exercise.  So now there was a third Marine related 
problem!  We had to replan our Mediterranean amphibious programme almost from 
scratch, and in a way which produced good training opportunities both for the ship 
and for the Royal Marines. 
Some hectic diplomatic and military liaison and replanning followed and a week 
later we were anchored off the coast of Turkey in the Gulf of Saros, just north of the 
Dardanelles, preparing to carry out a demonstration amphibious landing which 
would be witnessed by a large number of senior NATO dignitaries.  But, of course, 
that is how real crises occur – in unexpected places at unexpected times. The 
landing went impressively well and was followed by several days of “warfare” 
ashore, during which I dropped in by helicopter to watch and learn a bit about land 
warfare, which was fascinating and new to me. I was very impressed by the 
seriousness and realism with which the Marines approached this exercise and I 
learned a lot about their great professionalism.  I confess, however, to one nervous 
moment, being flown by a RM pilot in a small Gazelle helicopter with its doors 
removed.  I was held in simply by my straps and as the helicopter banked in turns 
made, I am sure, to test my nerve, I was looking vertically downwards from about 
3000 ft, and I remembered why I had chosen to be a sailor and not an aviator!  I 
was very glad to be on terra firma again. 
Meanwhile, we were busily planning ab initio a further exercise for our RM 
Commando which was not in the original programme.  This time we were going to 
land them on an exercise range in Cyprus, on the Akamas peninsula in West 
(Greek!) Cyprus, whilst we moved round to anchor off the British Sovereign base at 
Akrotiri to enjoy a more traditional naval visit with the RAF and Army bases there.  
All this required a lot of ad hoc arrangements and tested our flexibility, diplomatic 
skills and especially our sense of humour.  Luckily our Captain was relaxed, wise 
and very knowledgeable. 
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But first we were to carry out a formal visit to Istanbul, partly as a gesture of gratitude 
to our Turkish military allies for their help in re-jigging a complicated programme. 
 
Jeremy Blackham 
 
1. “A life on the Ocean Wave” is the Royal Marines Regimental March, with a second 
one drawn from the Boer War “Sarais Marais.” Try https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=6BjFTIlEWRk for perfect military band drill and for Sarais Marais try https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP0mpF72gv4. 
 
Do try these links.  You will love them! 

Cratfield Quiz         
Which County? 

Can you identify the county where each of these places can be found? 
 

Bournemouth 
Hunstanton 
Ipswich 
Buxton 
Torquay 
Basildon 
Epsom 
Tamworth 
Tonbridge 
Farnborough 
Grantchester 
Boston 
Stevenage 
Bognor Regis 
Hungerford 
Elsdon 
Blackpool 
Crewe 
Devizes 
Loughborough 
 
 
“Sometimes you find yourself in the middle of nowhere, and sometimes in the middle of 

nowhere, you find yourself.  Keep positive...” 
 
“There is a purpose for everyone you meet.  Some people come into your life to test you, 

some to teach you, and some to bring out the very best in you.” 
 
Remember to take care of yourself. Sometimes you get so busy helping others you forget 

that you’re important too 
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                                         The Scarlet Runners   
 

The Scarlet Runners had a fright 
So I was told the other night 
A wicked owlet in the trees 

     Awoke them from their dreams of ease 
 

 ‘ Awake!’ cried he, ‘Turr-Wit-Twurr-Woo! 
A dreadful fate in store for you 

 Run for your life while it is dark.’ 
He only did it for a lark 

 
The Scarlet Runners rose in fear 

They felt the warning, one each ear 
And then they bolted one and all 

And quickly climbed the garden wall 
 

   But where they went I’ve never heard 
I only know this wicked bird 

Said softly to himself,’ What fun 
  I’ve made those Scarlet Runners run.; 

 
                                              A much loved poem of                                       

Baden Powell Chapman 1900-1991 
 

Are you over-run with runner beans?  This poem was often recited to Frank 
Chapman by his father during the runner bean season! 
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2023 Mobile Library Dates 
Tuesdays 

Silverleys Green 14.15 – 14.35 and The Poacher 14.45 – 14.55 
 
21st March, 18th April, 16th May, 13th June, 11th July, 8th August, 5th 
September, 3rd October, 31st October, 28th November   No service in 
December  

Four Star Rated 

Whipple Tree CoƩage 

Bell Green, Craƞield 

This carefully restored Ɵmbered former stable and hayloŌ includes 1 x double, 1 x 
twin bedroom (1 cot on request). 1 single bed downstairs. 

Wet room, dining room/lounge and large kitchen. All level ground floor for easy 
wheelchair access. PreƩy coƩage garden, summerhouse plus off road parking for 

two cars. Wi-Fi available. 

For bookings apply to: 

Chris Kitchen tel. no. 01986 798 764, email: chrissie.kitchen@yahoo.com or write 
to Bell Green CoƩage, Craƞield, Halesworth, Suffolk, IP19 0BI 

GOT A DRIP? 
Need a plumber? 

40 years experience. 
Water filters and softeners 

Heating and plumbing 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Locally based 
Call Derek 07971 007846 

email: 
Dcknight67@yahoo.co.uk 
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE – SEPTEMBER 
 
POP UP PUB – FRIDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER – VILLAGE HALL BBQ! 
Back by popular demand for the second time this year with locally sourced 
Cratfield Beef Burgers and gigantic sausages from PJ Sands (Linstead) – 
cooked by Richard & Andy and served in a roll with salad and coleslaw on 
the side.  
Could you help… we do really need some more volunteers to help man/
woman the two bar shifts as we keep relying on the same small number of 
volunteers each few months. If we continue to struggle, we will have to look 
at either shortening the opening hours or the frequency of the Pop Up Pub. E
-mail Caroline on caroline@wisbey-brown.co.uk to put your name on the e 
mail list to receive the rota if you would like to help. 
 
ONE MAN WENT TO MOW….  
HUGE thanks to Dan Elford (and Linzi for lending him to us!)  for keeping the 
village hall grass under control – it does take a huge amount of his time and 
we really appreciate it – many thanks again! 
 
CRATFIELD VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB 
Hopefully you have completed your entry form and dropped it off with your 
payment – don’t forget – you have to be in it to win it! You can still join 
and for just £1 a month you can win either £15, £10 or £5 each month. If you 
have mislaid your form, spares are at the Pop-Up Pub or from Helen at Yew 
Trees on Bell Green. Congratulations to the below winners! 
July - 1st prize (£15) number 58 – Andrew Barringer / 2nd prize (£10) number 
7 - Heather Hargood / 3rd prize (£5) number 22 – Michael Hargood 
August- 1st prize (£15) number 104 – Candy Blackman / 2nd prize (£10) 
number 30 – Nick Eade / 3rd prize (£5) number 49 – Robert Sannick 
September - 1st prize (£15) number 47 – Sue Ackerley / 2nd prize (£10) 
number 61 – Bryan Leveratt / 3rd prize (£5) number 75 – Anne Bedford 
 
DAYTIME EVENTS 
The majority of events at the Village Hall are weekend or evening events – 
purely down to the fact that most of the committee work full time during the 
week. If you would like to run a coffee morning, lunch club or other weekday 
social event/function during the day time you are more than welcome – you 
do not need to be on the committee! Please contact our Chair Natalie on 
01986 798790 or Vice-Chair Andy on 01986 798346 to discuss further. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION – SATURDAY 14TH OCTOBER 7 - 9PM / 
BAR OPEN TOO 
Entries are already rolling in thick and fast! Spare forms are at the back of 
the church and at the Pop Up Pub. It is only a£1 to enter a photo and 
Children can enter for free. Photos must be either 6’’x 8’’ or 8’’x 12’’and all 


